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MASONIC VALUES IN
EVERYDAY LIFE

How Fraternalism transforms character via
Education and Interaction

Q3- WHY IS THE RANK & FILE MEMBER USUALLY SILENT?

Ask them?

Note the Presiding Officer (WM) rules. Visit-go as a group to visit lodges,
Co-mingle, don'’t get stuck in a silo. There is something out there for
everybody in Masonry. The appendant bodies beyond the Craft have more
light.

Get the snowball rolling and you may get an avalanche.

Q4- HOW DO YOU TEACH MOMENTS WITH BROTHER TO BROTHER?

- Interactive Qs & A’s

- Study groups

- Bookreadings, then get together to talk about it

- After the degree is done then discuss why was that done, then how does it
relate to every day experiences (what were we getting at?

- Beinvolved, not passive

R.W. Bro. Terry Mclean
Grand Secretary-General, Ancient & Accepted Scottish Rite of Canada



MENTORING PROGRAM, A
WORKING TOOL FOR
MEMBERSHIP RETENTION
Short Talk Bulletin

In order to maintain and strengthen
Freemasonry, Lodges need to educate their
members in all aspects of the fraternity. We
have a responsibility to provide each member
with opportunities to meet and interact with
others, to help him do his share, and to give
him knowledge about the Fraternity. The
Mentoring Program is based on consideration,
respect, and cooperation. It is a team program
aimed at developing each Brother to his fullest
potential.

What happens in the majority between the
candidate and the First Degree? The Lodge
receives a petition which is read and turned
over to the investigation committee; the
investigation does their job and returns their
report; the petition is read again; the Lodge
ballots in the petition; and if accepted the
petitioner is informed of the date of the First
Degree.

Is there something missing here? How about a
Mentoring or Mentor Program and a Masonic
Education Program? We ask ourselves time
and time again why new member do not stay
active in the Lodge after the Third Degree. The
answer is because they do not have stimulant
to keep active. Frequently they do not even
understand the Fraternity they have just
joined.

A continuing program of support through
Mentor Counselling, Fraternal Lodge
Visitations, and Lodge Participation is
encouraged for the new Brothers in the First
Year as Master Masons.

The Mentoring Program consists of assigning
each candidate an educated Brother to act as his
mentor, educator, and companion for a year,
thereby, creating an active, educated and
working Brother.

A Mentoring Program together with a system of
Masonic Education provides the necessary
methodology to guarantee that every new
Brother is properly instructed in the
fundamentals and workings of the Lodge.

Every candidate is a stranger to Freemasonry
and Freemasonry is stranger to him. It is not
merely a Lodge that he joins, but a great
fraternity with a history stretching back over
many centuries. It has an intricate system of
laws, a large number of purposes, ideals and
Obligations, a set of rights, and a set of
landmarks to be preserved.

It is too much to expect of any man that
without guidance he can make himself at home

- continued



Mentoring Program

continued......

in such a society, or that unaided he can take
his own proper place in the Lodge’s work with
credit to himself and honour to the fraternity.
He has every right to expect that the Lodge
itself shall give him much of the information he
needs. So many Brethren never receive this
information and are permitted to come - and
perhaps go - undirected and instructed. They
either cease attending Lodge at all, or,
sometimes, for lack of knowledge, blunder into
humiliation to themselves and damage to the
Lodge.

There is nothing new in these statements. For
years responsible Masonic leaders have been
only too aware of these problems. This failure
to properly prepare the candidate for his new
duties and privileges is both a failure on the
part of Masons to discharge its obligations to
him

and a weakness in the fundamental system
of Initiation. These failures incur the danger
of weakening the whole structure by
attempting to build enduring walls with
rough ashlars and untempered mortar.
Moreover it is not solely a matter of
teaching the new member the ceremonies
he is to go through. It is necessary that he
become imbued with the spirit of
Freemasonry and to believe in, as well as to
understand, its purposes and ideals. Our
Fraternity does not rest on compulsion or
military rule; if its own members are at odds
with its aims it becomes a house divided
against itself. In many cases when Masons
cause dissention in a Lodge, it is not out of
malice or desire to make mischief, but
because they do not understand the rules
and laws.

"A good friend of mine once said: 'lt's really easy to say
what you're not. It's hard to say what you are.'... Anybody
can talk about why something's bad. Try doing

something good."

- Joseph Gordon Elliott

I



THE CONCURRENCE

This month's consideration of a Famous Opinion

That man's physical body is a balanced combination of the mineral and chemical elements of
earth, we have been taught . This fact, however, does not lessen our interest in its restatement in
the following lines from the work of an American mystic writer and lecturer of the past century.

In man's physical structure are found all the primates of the globe, or, rather, all the
proximates of metallic and non-metallic substances; in man they come forth as the ultimate
particles and refined principles of matter. It cannot be true that all minerals are poisonous,
because all minerals are found , in the ir ultimate (finest) state, fluids and solids of the
human composition demonstrating, as perfectly as science can establish any discovery or
proposition, that man's body is the ultimate of all mineral, vegetable, and animal properties
and organizations of the globe.

Man therefore is the final , because he is the highest physical organism possible. The same
rule applies to his mental structure and inmost possessions. We find him the final finite
embodiment of the infinite Love and Wisdom........... Man is a type of infinite Universe.

- Andrew Jackson Davis, 1826 - 1910

Masonic Eye
Masonic All Seeing Eye

The All Seeing Eye, like many other Masonic symbols, has been borrowed from the
past from the nations of antiquity.

Hebrews and Egyptians: Both the Hebrews and Egyptians appear to have derived
the use of the Masonic Eye from the natural inclination of figurative minds to select a
human organ as the symbol of its closest matchin% function..much as the foot
denotes swiftness, the arm, strength and the hand, fidelity.
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M.W. Bro. Raymond S.J. Daniels
Masonie Minute

CONCORD

“Our fraternity has been formed and maintained in perfect unanimity and concord”

The suggestion is sometimes made by a well-meaning Brother that the words of our ancient
Ritual should be modernized and the archaic language put into current English. Rather than
tampering with the time-honoured words and phrases, the Craft might be better served by
explaining them. It is often informative and enlightening to trace the etymology of the words
used in our rites and ceremonies. These words are from the concluding lines of The General
Charge delivered once a year as the finale of the Ceremony of Installation and Investiture of
Officers of a Lodge.

‘Concord’ is from the Latin ‘con’ and ‘cors’ - of the same heart or mind. Concordia was the
Goddess of Harmony, worshipped from early times in Rome. She was a symbol of peace and
agreement between the two social classes of Rome - plebeians or commoners and patricians
or nobles. Thus, our use of the word concord in the Masonic context implies not only peace and
harmony, but also equality, reminding us that we are all Brothers ‘on the level.’ A lodge is
comprised of men, “men with a common purpose, governed by a common idea, believingin a
common ideal.”

In the Book of Common Prayer, the Most High is addressed as “The author of peace and lover
of concord.” In music, ‘concord’ is defined as harmony that is pleasing to the ear. In Masonry,
we are admonished to work together in harmony. As Masons, we are charged “to act as the
dictates of right reason prompt us, cultivate harmony, practise charity and live in peace with all
men.”

The General Charge reminds us that ‘the chief point in Freemasonry’ is “to endeavour to be
happy ourselves, and to communicate that happiness to others.” This has a much deeper
meaning than simple enjoyment or having fun. Happiness in this context implies personal
satisfaction and inner contentment based upon a solid foundation of sincere fraternal affection
and respect. This was the meaning of “the pursuit of happiness” penned by Thomas Jefferson
in the Declaration of Independence of the United States. It was rooted in the 18th Century
Enlightenment, articulated by the Scottish philosopher, Francis Hutcheson (1694-1746): “That
action is best, which procures the greatest happiness for the greatest numbers.” To apply that
concept in practice, the English philosopher Jeremy Bentham (1748-1832) wrote: “The greatest
happiness of the greatest number is the foundation of morals and legislation.” Modern
Freemasonry emerged in and is a product of the Enlightenment. It is from this historical
perspective that we should understand the meaning of happiness.

1 M.W. Bro. David C. Bradley (1919-2013) Address, 1990.
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Buying food and
keeping safe during
COVID-19

Keep at least 2m distance from others.
Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and mouth.
Sanitize handles of trolleys or

baskets before shopping.

Once home, wash your hands
thoroughly before putting away
your purchases,

then again after

Wash your hands with soap and
water before handling any
produce. Wash fruit and
vegetables thouroughly with
clean water.

SOURCE: WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION



PROTOCOL § ETIQUETTE

This P&E article ia another in a series intended to contribute to a better understanding of the
procedures and practices of various key aspects of Head Table protocols.

This article discusses where the various guests
sit at the Head Table

[ AUDIENCE i S
- e

QUESTION:

How are seats assigned to guests at a Head Table?

ANSWER:

Previous articles in this series have discussed in detail where, the Worshipful Master and the

Guest of Honour should sit. This segment describes where all the other Head Table guests
should sit.

Basic Rules of Protocol to Observe

1. After identifying various brethren who may possibly be invited to sit at the Head Table,
narrow down and finalize your guest list by following these rules of protocol.

2. Seating of current Grand Lodge Officers takes the precedence over Past Grand Lodge
Officers, (with the notable exception of Past Grand Masters).

3. Not all Current GLO s MUST be seated at the Head Table. Only those who, by their rank,
can assume the gavel in Lodge MUST be seated at the Head Table. For all the rest, it is a
function of their rank and the number of seats available at the Head Table.



PROTOCOL § ETIQUETTE

4. The ranking of Current GLOs is specified in the current year's "Order of Introduction
List,"which is updated and published by Grand Lodge every August or September.

5. While not mandatory in our Grand Jurisdiction, if space permits it is strongly suggested that
the Lodge Wardens be seated at the extreme ends of the Head Table, with the Senior Warden
seated at the far right side of the W.M. and the Junior Warden seated at the far left side of the
W.M. (This custom was adopted many years ago and is elaborated upon in Albert Mackey's
Encyclopedia of Freemasonry of Freemasonry And its Kindred Sciences, Volume 4:5-7)

6. The process of assigning seats always begins with the seat to the right of the W.M.

7. Seats are assigned in alternating "right then left" pattern, radiating equally outward from the
W.M. much like a ripple spreads in an ever-widening circle when a pebble is dropped into a pond.

8. The preceding diagram and the following chart summarizes the order in which seats are
assigned at a Head Table. [A Head Table with a total of seven seats, (including a seat for the
W.M.) is used in both examples]

SEAT #2 | R of | W.M.

| SEAT #3 | L of | WM.

SEAT #4 | R+1 | of | W.M,
SEAT #5 | L+1 |[of | W.M.
SEAT #6 | R+2 | of | W.M.

SEAT #7 | L+2 |of | WM.

Perhaps the following examples will aid you understanding of the protocol followed. In each
scenario, it is assumed there are no extenuating or special circumstances to be considered, and
that only the two Grand Lodge Officers mentioned in each example are present at the banquet.

EXAMPLE #1: Only the Grand Master and the "in-District" District Deputy Grand Master are
present.

In such circumstances, the Grand Master is seated on the immediate right of the W.M., while

the "in-District" D.D.G.M. is seated on the immediate left of the W.M.



PROTOCOL § ETIQUETTE

EXAMPLE #2: Only the Grand Senior Warden and the Grand Junior Warden are present.

There are two possibilities for these circumstances:
(a) The Grand Senior Warden is seated on the immediate right of the W.M., while the
Grand Junior Warden is seated on the immediate left of the W.M.: or

(b) As this is a special case example, the Grand Wardens could be instead asked to sit

in the respective seats where the Lodge Wardens would typically sit, i.e. the G.S.W. at

the far right side of the W.M. and the G.J.W. at the far left side of the W.M. [The Lodge
Wardens would sit with the brethren if alternative (b) was chosen.]

EXAMPLE #3: Only the "in-District Deputy Grand Master and a current Grand Steward
are present.

The "In-District Deputy Grand Master and the current Grand Steward are present.
The "In-District Deputy Grand Master is seated on the immediate right of the W.M. while
the Grand Seward is seated on the immediate left of the W.M.

EXAMPLE #4: Only the "In-District District Deputy Grand Master and a Past DDGM are
present.

The "In-District Deputy Grand Master is seated on the immediate right of the W.M.,, while
the Past DDGM is seated on the immediate left of the W.M.

say

EXAMPLE #5: Only the "In-District Deputy Grand Master is present. However, the
candidate for the eveningis also present.

The "In-District Deputy Grand Master is seated on the immediate right of the W.M.
However, as virtually every other brother present outranks the candidate, he should not
be invited to sit on the immediate left of the W.M. Instead, the candidate should be
offered a seat near the far left of the W.M,, say just before the Lodge's Junior Warden's
seat.

R.W. Bro. Gordon Crutcher,
Assistant to the Custodian



Thia P&E article ia another in a series intended to contribute to a betier understanding of the
procedures and practices of various key aspecis of Head Table protocols.

This article discusses how to introduce the guests
seated at the Head Table

QUESTION:
What is our proper protocol for introducing everyone seated at the Head Table?
ANSWER:

. When introducing the main Head Table guests, remember that the goal is to introduce
the highest ranking Grand Lodge Officer (or the Guest of Honour) last.

REPEAT: The highest ranking Grand Lodge Officer — not the WM — is to be
introduced last !

2. In order to accomplish this, the Master of Ceremonies will begin his introductions at
the extreme left of the WM, (i.e. with the JW). Then everyone seated to the right of
the JW will be infroduced consecutively, up to and including the WM.

SW | MEMBER | DGM GCM = M DDGM | MEMBER | JW
OF BD. OF BD.

. After infroducing the WM, the M.C. will next introduce the| brother sitting at the
extreme right of the WM, (i.e. the SW). After introducing everyone seated to the left

of the SW, in consecutive order, he will finish with the most senior GLO present, (or
the Guest of Honour, or the principal speaker, as the case may be).

SW | MEMBER | DGM DDGM | MEMBER | JW
OF BD. OF BD.

—

4 The Head Table guests should be asked to remain standing and the brethren
requested to withhold their applause, until the entire Head Table has bean introduced.

R.W. Bro. Gordon Crutcher,
Assistant to The Custodian



Masonic Library

CENTENARY JEWELS AND WARRANTS

In England when a Lodge celebrates the
hundredth year of its anniversary it is
permitted to choose a special jewel for the
occasion. In 1867 the particular design to be
used was authorized and illustrated for the
first time in 1871 when the Book of
Constitutions was issued. Before that time
each Lodge was permitted to select its own
design, securing the approval of the Grand
Master before using the jewel. As a result of
this method there are forty-two of the older
Lodges now in possession of Special Centenary
Jewels of different designs and which may, be
worn by all subscribing members of the
particular Lodge. Many Centenary Warrants
were issued before 1871 but it is during that
year that the first special provision was made
for them. In order to secure one of the
Warrants a Lodge must prove uninterrupted
existence for one hundred years.The English
Royal Arch Chapters come under this same
ruling.

CENTENNIAL

That which happens every hundred years.
Masonic Bodies that have lasted for that
period very generally celebrate the occasion
by a commemorative festival. On the 4th of
November, 1852, almost all of the Lodges of
the United States celebrated the centennial
anniversary of the initiation of George
Washington as a Freemason.

I

CENTRE, OPENING ON THE

In the English instructions, a Master Mason's
Lodge is said to be opened on the center,
because the Brethren present, being all Master
Masons, are equally near and equally distant
from that imaginary central point which among
Freemasons constitutes perfection. Neither of
the preliminary Degrees can assert the same
conditions, because the Lodge of an Entered
Apprentice may contain all the three classes,
and that of a Fellow Craft may include some
Master Masons; and therefore the doctrine of
perfect equality is not carried out in either. An
attempt was made, but without success, in the
Trestle Board, published under the sanction of
the Baltimore Masonic Convention, to introduce
the custom into the American Lodges.

CHAPTER

In early times the meetings of Freemasons were
called not only Lodges, but Chapters and
Congregations. Thus, the statute enacted in the
third year of the reign of Henry VI of England,
1425 A. D., declares that "Masons shall not
confederate in Chapters and Congregations."
The word is now exclusively appropriated to
designate the bodies in which degrees more
advanced than the symbolic are conferred. Thus
there are Chapters of Royal Arch Masons in the
York and American Rites and Chapters of Rose
Croix Masons in the Ancient and Accepted Rite.



Thia P&E article is the last in a series intended to contribute to a better understanding of the
procedures and practices of various key aspects of Head Table protocols.

This article discusses how to address the Head Table

when proposing a Toast

QUESTION:
What is the proper way to address the Head Table when proposing or responding to a Toast?
ANSWER:

1. When proposing or responding to a toast, it is not necessary to name all the ranks (e.g.
any Yery Worshipful and/or Worshipful brethren) seated at the Head Table, as part of your
initial comments.

2. Recognition need only be given to the following individuals:

= The WM (he takes precedence, as he is the one in charge);

Any brother entitled to assume the gavel in lodge;

Any William Mercer Wilson Medal recipient;

Any Grand Masters Meritorious Service Award recipient;

Perhaps to the Head Table guests collectively;

Possibly mention a brother who is being especially honoured on
that occasion;

L T T R



» Ladies, if present in the banguet room;
Then to the brethren.

. One example of how to address the Head Table is:

Worshipful Master; Most Worshipful the Grand Master; Most Worshipful the Past
Grand Master(s), Right Worshipful the Deputy Grand Master; Right Worshipful the
District Depuly Grand Master, disfinguished Head Table guests; Ladies;, and
Brethran.®

. The above protocol must be followed in full the first time the Head Table iz addressed.
This is known as “establishing protocof.

. If there are several quesis seated at the Head Table who must be recognized, #t is
possible for all subsequent salutations, after the Toast to Grand Lodge has been made, to
be abbreviated in a uniform manner — such as:

“Worshipful Master; Most Worshipful the Grand Master, distinguished Head Table
guests, Ladies; and Brethren”

. However before abbreviating all subsequent addressing of the Head Table, it is important
that all those brethren who are either proposing or responding to a Toast be advised and
aware what to do.  You cannot assume they will know what to do if they have not been
told.

. A note of caution. It is usually not necessary to abbreviate addressing of the Head Table
at most Masonic banquets, especially on those occasions when only one or two of the
Head Table guests must be recognized.

. Note the references above just to "Brethren”. Although it receives widespread usage,
concluding with the words “Brethren all” iz redundant. (The word “Brethren® is itself a
plural reference to all the Brethren present.)

R.W. Bro. Gordon Crutcher,
Assistant to The Custodian



ABSTRAXTS 2

RW.Bro.Tony Fernando, Editor

E&O.E

THE CONTENTS OF THIS NEWSLETTER DO NOT REPRESENT THE VIEWS OF THE GRAND
LODGE OF CANADA IN THE PROVINCE OF ONTARIO OR ANY OTHER MASONIC BODY

C A

"HAPPY IS THE MAN WHO HAS SOWN IN HIS BREAST THE SEEDS OF BENEVOLENCE;
THE PRODUCE THEREOF SHALL BE CHARITY & LOVE. FROM THE FOUNTAIN OF HIS HEART
SHALL RISE RIVERS OF GOODNESS; AND THE STREAMS SHALL OVERFLOW FOR THE BENEFIT
OF MANKIND" - UNTO THEI GRANT 1760
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