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Together
We are Better

Let us be the success story that
Freemasons years from now
will look back on and
appreciate our efforts in
keeping Freemasonry alive. We
are better together; We may be
great individuals, but together
our talents and respect for one
another is exponential. What an
incredible story we can carve in
our history books.
R.W.Bro. John Militello, DDGM,
2021/22



THE CONCURRENCE

 
This month's consideration of a Famous Opinion

We are reminded again of the symbol of the circle with the dot in the centre. We are told to identify
ourselves, or the single thought held in the mind. with the dot, with the circle representing all-
inclusive consciousness. This brings to mind the following lines from the pen of a Sufi mystic of the
thirteenth century.

The attendant in one of the world’s most famous galleries uttered a greater truth than he thought
when he broke up a group of visitors, loudly criticizing a world masterpiece with these words:  “My
friends, the pictures in this gallery are no longer on trial. It is the visitors who are on trial”     
                                                                                                                                        
How true that is! How true of Masonry, for it is no longer Masonry which is on trial. For centuries it has
bared its proud bosom to the midnight storm, like the great mountain, and today it holds a
tremendous place in the hearts of men. No, it is not on trial. It is we Masons of today who are on trial.
Have we really seen its wonders? Have we really understood its great truths?

Man, what thou art is hidden from thyself,
Know'st not that morning, mid-day, and the eve,
All are within thee? The ninth heaven art thou;
And from the spheres into this roar of time 
Didst fall erewhile. Thou art the brush that painted
The hues of all this world - the light of life,
That rayed its glory on the nothingness.

Joy! joy! I triumph! Now no more I know
Myself as simply me. I burn with love
Unto myself, and bury me in love.
The Centre is within me and it wonder
Lies as a circle everywhere about me.
Joy! joy! no mortal thought can fathom me.
I am the merchant and the pearl at once.
Lo, time and space lie crouching at my feet.
Joy! joy! When I would revel in a rapture
I plunge into myself and all things know.

-FERIDODDIN ATTAR, 13th Century



Little Avenue Cenotaph

Remembrance Day
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Little Avenue Cenotaph Remembrance Day; Toronto Humber Valley District brethren
marched down the streets of Weston in regalia with heads held high, displaying pride
for our fraternity. We marched to the Memorial, paid our respects, observed a moment
of silence, and laid the wreath. We then placed our poppies around the memorial and
marched out with sincerity and solemnity.



HISTORY OF
REMEMBRANCE
DAY

At 11 A.M. on November 11, 1918, the guns on the Western Front fell silent after
more than four years of continuous warfare. The allied armies had driven the
Germans back, having inflicted heavy defeats upon them over the preceding four
months. In November, the Germans called for an armistice, or suspension of
fighting, in order to secure a peace settlement. They accepted allied terms that
amounted to an unconditional surrender.

The 11th hour of the 11th day of the 11th month attained a special significance in
the post-war years. The moment when hostilities ceased on the Western Front
became universally associated with the remembrance of those who had died in the
war. This first modern world conflict had brought about the mobilization of over 70
million people and left between nine million and 13 million dead, perhaps as many
as one-third of them with no known grave. The allied nations chose this day and
time for the commemoration of their dead soldiers.

On the first anniversary of the armistice in 1919, two minutes’ silence was
instituted as part of the main commemorative ceremony at the new Cenotaph in
London. The silence was proposed by Australian journalist Edward Honey, who
was working in Fleet Street. At about the same time, a South African statesman
made a similar proposal to the British Cabinet, which endorsed it.

The tradition of Remembrance Day evolved out of Armistice Day. The initial
Armistice Day began at Buckingham Palace, with the king hosting a banquet
honoring the French president. Later, during World War II, many countries
changed the name of the holiday. The U.S. chose Veterans Day.

Remembrance Day in Canada, known as ‘Jour du Souvenir,’ remains a statutory
holiday in six of the 10 provinces. 

continued on page 13............



HISTORY OF
REMEMBRANCE
DAY
The Armistice Day Act, which was held throughout the 1920s, declared that Canada’s
Thanksgiving would also be observed on Armistice Day — the Monday of the week in which
November 11 fell. The government, in 1931, officially changed the date to November 11. The
name also changed to Remembrance Day.  

Canada has declared that the date is of “remembrance for the men and women who have
served, and continue to serve our country during times of war, conflict and peace,” particularly
the First and Second World Wars, the Korean War, and all conflicts since then in which
members of the Canadian Armed Forces have participated. 

The official Canadian national ceremonies are held under a strict protocol at the National War
Memorial in Ottawa, Ontario. The armed services representatives carry out a service. In May
2000, the remains of an unidentified Canadian soldier who died in France during World War I
were laid in the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier at the National War Memorial.

 

A Third Generation Mason 
I got the feeling that finally, I found here the way to work on myself with all the freedom I
need. Working this way, I understood what Brotherhood …

I Have Been a Mason for 63 Years 
I was raised a mason in 1951 by my father. My grandfather, my sons, my grand sons are and
were Masons. while I was forced to pursue my efforts to raise …

Not Even A Freemason Yet... 
I have recently petitioned to a local lodge and have been honoured to pass the formal
interview with a unanimous yes vote. The ballot for my acceptance …

WHAT THEY HAVE SAID

https://www.masonic-lodge-of-education.com/third-generation-mason.html
https://www.masonic-lodge-of-education.com/i-have-been-a-mason-for-63-years.html
https://www.masonic-lodge-of-education.com/not-even-a-freemason-yet.html


WHAT THEY HAVE
SAID
New Prince Hall Entered Apprentice 
I became a Mason for fellowship and guidance. Now, the knowledge is what I seek. I
remember first seeing the symbol as a child and wondering what …

I Was Raised To Be A Master Mason in 2011 At Age 59 
My Masonic journey started very late in life, but my zeal for association with such great
men is no less than that of a 20 year old. I enjoy my memory …

Been a Mason for 10 Years 
The brotherly love, honesty and true friendship can be found in the lodges, and in this day
and age of corruption, violence and anarchy, it is a …

I have been a Freemason for 47 years. 
I petitioned the lodge because of my great respect for two special men in my life, my
grandfather, and the father of my best friend. I wanted to be like …

I have been a Freemason for 3 years 
I enjoy the Craft because of the guidelines and examples we hold for the community. We
always help people that can't help …

I joined Freemasonry when I was 30.                                                                                       
 I've been a Mason for three years. It improves social skills and confidence in more ways
than any other social outlet …

26 Year Mason
As a 26 year Mason and 25 year student of Freemasonry, I like Freemasonry because the
Holy Bible is the centerpiece of the lodge. It complements my Christian …

I Want To Become a Mason 
I want to join Freemason because it is good fraternal organization and they are doing so
many good thing for example making the world be a better....

https://www.masonic-lodge-of-education.com/new-prince-hall-entered-apprentice.html
https://www.masonic-lodge-of-education.com/i-was-raised-to-be-a-master-mason-in-2011-at-age-59.html
https://www.masonic-lodge-of-education.com/been-a-mason-for-10-years.html
https://www.masonic-lodge-of-education.com/ive-been-a-freemason-for-47-years.html
https://www.masonic-lodge-of-education.com/26-year-mason.html
https://www.masonic-lodge-of-education.com/i-want-to-become-a-mason.html
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THE CUP OF
BROTHERLY LOVE
On September 7, 1929, after raising his son, Brother Norman B. Hickox, Master of Events
Lodge No. 524, Illinois, formally presented a beautiful silver cup to the lodge. He also
presented a book of travel and a specially prepared carrying case. The cup was to be sent on a
journey, traveling always from West to East by land sea, or air, and always in the custody of a
Master Mason.

On November 19, 1929, the book and cup were taken to Ashlar Lodge No. 308 in Chicago to
start the journey. The book recorded the places and circumstances of each visit to the cup.

On the journey the cup was received by more that 150 host lodges. It touched places all over
the world. On May 24, 1958, a homecoming celebration was held at Evans Lodge to
commemorate the return of the cup to the lodge. The Cup of Brotherly Love, an illustrated
account of this odyssey, was published by the Masonic Service Association in 1959.

LODGE IN TWO COUNTRIES

At one time Golden Rule Lodge No. 5 of Stanstead, Canada, occupied a lodge room that was
bisected by the boundary between Canada and the United States. It had entrances from the
Vermont and Canadian sides; the membership of the lodge consisted of men from both sides
of the border.

AN IRISH MESSAGE ON STONE

In 1860, at Limerick, Ireland, there was found in a small chapel a stone dated 1517 with the
following inscription:
"I will serve to live with love and care, Upon the level, by the square."
 
THE STATUE OF LIBERTY AND FREEMASONRY

The famous Statue of Liberty in New York Harbor was designed by a Frenchman, Frederick A.
Bartholdi, a Freemason. The Grand Lodge of New York laid the cornerstone with masonic
ceremonies on August 5, 1885.
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CEO Satya Nadella about his ideas for a post-pandemic future. Not surprisingly, Nadella talked
about some technical things, like Microsoft’s new collaboration platform, virtual reality, and the
Facebook metaverse. But, to me, his most important insight was about the mindset change in
employees – as a result of the pandemic.
 
He said:
“What if everybody who works at Microsoft said, ‘I don’t work for Microsoft; Microsoft works for
me’. In other words, am I able to fulfill my aspirations and have an impact on the world?”

Of course, some employees have always expected that from work, and some (a few)
organizations have provided it. But the pandemic has forced people to re-assess and re-
evaluate what really matters to them. And many more employees now are unwilling to put up
with a job that doesn’t align with their personal goals.
 
As much as we talk about disruption, change, foresight, and business strategy, one thing
matters more than anything else for building a better team: meaningful work that makes a real
difference to the world.

Thus,  we can say "Freemasonry works for me to make me a better man."

Freemasonry is the oldest and largest fraternal organization in the world. Its members share a
common goal of helping each other become better men. Its body of knowledge and system of ethics
is based on the belief that each man has a responsibility to improve himself while being devoted to
his family, faith, country, and fraternity.

Its roots go back centuries and its members are diverse: high profile leaders, physicians, construction
workers, farmers…and maybe you.
Ancient…and modern.

We’re united by three ancient and fundamental principles—brotherly love, charity and truth—that
are made relevant to the 21st century through the personal development, good works and social
connections available to our members in the 550+ lodges across Ontario.

"Freemasonry has lived through the ages past, because it is founded upon the moral law,
embodying those eternal principles of right and wrong. It lives in the present, because human
hearts everywhere enthusiastically respond, as with an electric touch, to its beautiful lessons
on human life.

Teaching by example rather than by precept, it has a vital power far greater than any mere
professions of creeds and doctrines.

continued on page 15...........

https://gihanperera.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5d2c6eecb10f6815c818ba947&id=9df0d0ec60&e=bd1a8904e7
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Silent and unseen, the stream of Masonic influence flows down the channels of Time into the
great ocean of Eternity.

It flows because friendship is its object, true manhood its goal, mutual assistance its
inculcated duty, brotherly love its ruling passion, temperance, fortitude, prudence and justice
its cardinal principles.

Thus founded, it will continue to live and grow until the end of earthly existence, when, as a
result of its sublime teachings, it is to be hoped it will have done its proportionate share in
regenerating humanity, and will present to the Great Architect of the Universe its full measure
of fashioned materials, polished and fitted for their appropriate positions in the Eternal
Temple."
 

THE VEDAS

The Vedas have not exercised any direct influence on the Symbolism of Freemasonry. But,
as the oldest Aryan faith, they became infused into the subsequent religious systems of the
race, and through the Zend Avesta of the Zoroastrians, the Mysteries of Mithras, the
doctrines of the Neo-platonists, and the school of Pythagoras, mixed with the Semitic
doctrines of the Bible and the Talmud, they have cropped out in the mysticisrn of the
Gnostics and the Secret Societies of the Middle Ages, and have shown some of their spirit in
the religious philosophy and the symbolism of Speculative Freemasonry. To the Masonic
scholar, the study of the Vedic hymns is therefore interesting, and not altogether fruitless in
its results. The writings of Bunsen, of Muir, of Cox, and especially of Max Miller, will furnish
ample materials for the study.
- Source: Mackey's Encyclopedia of Freemasonry



FREEMASONS
IN THE AIR!
On his famous solo flight over the Atlantic in 1927, Colonel Charles A.
Lindbergh wore the square and compasses on his jacket as a good luck
emblem. He was a Mason at the time.

When Bernt Balchen, explorer and air pioneer, flew over the North
Pole and the South Pole with Brother Richard E. Byrd, they dropped
Masonic flags on both Poles. In the 1933-35 expedition over the
South Pole, Brother Balchen also tossed his Shrine fez on the Pole.

Leroy Gordon Cooper, Jr., a famous astronaut, on his 22 orbit flight
carried a Masonic coin in his pocket as well as a blue Masonic flag
which he later presented to his mother lodge, Carbondale No. 82,
Carbondale, Colorado.

On August 23, 1879, Lodge No. 239 of France held a meeting in a
balloon flying over Paris, at which time a Brother was initiated.
The inventors of the first balloon were Joseph Montgolfier, Michel
Montgolfier, and Jacques Etielle; all were members of the Nine Sisters
Lodge in France.

Brother Eddie Rickenbacker, World War I air ace, was a devoted
Mason for many years.

SMALLPOX AND THE CRAFT

FREEMASONS AND THE MAYO
CLINIC

Dr. Edward Jenner, an early English Physician, observed that milk
maids who once had smallpox did not get the disease when exposed
to it. After experimenting, he announced this discovery in 1789, and
vaccination followed shortly thereafter. He was Worshipful Master of
Royal Faith and Friendship Lodge No. 270 in Berkeley, England, in
1811-1813.

Dr. Charles H. Mayo, one of the founders of the famous Mayo Clinic
in Rochester, Minnesota, was a Mason. His son Charles W., who also
was a Mason, became governor of the Clinic, which began in the
Masonic Temple building in Rochester. The Grand Lodge on
Minnesota for years has maintained a representative at the Mayo
Clinic in Rochester to assist Masons planning to come there and to
make their stay pleasant.



Sunnylea No. 510, 1st meeting since March 2020.
This will go in the Lodges History Book.

"Happy To Meet Again"



MASONICMASONIC
DICTIONARYDICTIONARY
Masonic Calendars
An explanation of dates used in various
Masonic bodies
-Source MasonicDictionary.com
-Graphics Stephen McKim
Many Masons are curious as to the different
dates used in Freemasonry. This year craft
lodges date the year, 2008 as 6008, while
Knights Templar refer to the same year as 890.
The following explanation should provide
further light into these peculiar Masonic
customs.

Craft Freemasonry = Anno Lucis
Craft Masonry's calendar commences with the
creation of the world and uses the term Anno
Lucius (A.L.) - "In the year of Light." To arrive at
this date they add 4000 to the common time, as
the Earth was believed in conventional theology
to have began in 4000 BC . Therefore the year
2007 becomes 6007.

Craft Freemasonry = Anno Inventionis
Royal Arch Masons date time from the year the
second temple was commended by Zerubbabel.
Anno Inventionis (A.I.) ,which means "In the year
of Discovery," is the terminology used by
Chapters. This adds 530 to the common time,
therefore the year 2007 becomes 2537.

Cryptic Freemasonry = Anno Depositionis
Royal and Select Masters or Cryptic Masons
date from the year in which the Temple of .

Solomon was completed. It is called Anno
Depositionis (A.D.), which means "In the year of
the Deposit" and adds 1000 to the common
time. Therefore the year 2007 becomes 3007.

The Masonic Ritual in the United States:
History vs. Tradition
By Bro. A.L. Kress, Pennsylvania
For a long time now Bro. Kress has been
collecting data concerning the history of our
ritual, especially as it has been used in America.
It is pioneer work, and very difficult, especially
because of the lack of dependable printed
writings, so many of which have been published
by uninformed authors altogether too credulous
of hearsay and tradition. The present
challenging paper is but the first of several that
Bro. Kress will write with a view to the ultimate
publication of a History of the Ritual, based on
known facts and scientific methods. Every
reader who may be able to contribute facts,
suggestions or criticisms is urged to
communicate with THE BUILDER, or with Bro.
Kress himself, 330 Center street, Williamspert,
PA.

Templar Freemasonry = Anno Ordinis
Knights Templar start their calendar with the
formation of the order in 1118 AD. Anno
Ordinis (A.O.), which means "In the year of the
Order" is the terminology used. This deducts
1,118 from the common time; therefore the
year 2007 becomes 889.



MASONICMASONIC
DICTIONARYDICTIONARY
Ahiman Rezon
The Book of Constitutions of the Grand Lodge
of England (Ancients), named by Dermott. The
book was created in the mid-18th Century. Also
the name used by many American Grand Lodges
today for their Book of Constitution.

Order of Amaranth
See also Adoptive Masonry. A plant well known
to the ancients, the Greek name of which
signifies never withering. It is the Cetosia
cristata of the botanists. The dry nature of the
flowers causes them to retain their freshness
for a very long time, and Pliny says, although
incorrectly, that if thrown into water they will
bloom anew.
Hence it is a symbol of immortality and was
used by the ancients in their funeral rites.

Brief History of Freemasonry In Canada
Article © by Bro. Dave Clark, J.W.

This is an extremely condensed History of
Masonry in Canada and for the sake of brevity I
only include that which takes us up to the
independence and creation of the Grand Lodge
of Canada. This article wouldn't be possible
without the leadership, resources and
exhaustive work of the Grand Lodge of Canada
in the Province of Ontario.

Introduction
Many people subscribe to the belief that
modern Masonry began on 24 June 1717, when
four Lodges in London England 

constituted themselves into a Grand Lodge. This
Lodge eventually was to become the Grand
Lodge of England.
Other people would believe that Masonry dates
back even further to the Middle Ages and was
conceived from the British stone masons.

In reality, both statements would be correct
depending on the context in which it was given.
When a person states that Freemasonry began
in 1717 they are referring to modern
constituted masonry in the form with which we
are familiar with today. Since historical
documents indicate that Craft Lodges existed
prior to this date, then, the other statement,
too, is correct.
To unconditionally accept the date of 1717 as
the absolute beginning of Masonry is about as
accurate as to state, for example, that the
history of the USA began in 1776, or the history
of any Country began with the reign of any
given Monarch. Please keep in mind that this
statement is based on my own humble opinion
and does not necessarily reflect the opinions of
other Masons, My Grand Lodge or Freemasonry
in general.

The problem with tracing Freemasonry back
even further is the absence of irrefutable
documentation. Many people would like to
connect modern Masonry with the legendary
Knights Templars or the craftsman of King
Solomon's Temple. Unfortunately, irrefutable
proof in the form of historically accurate
documents for these alleged connections do not
exist and therefore cannot be claimed.

http://www.masonicdictionary.com/adoptive.html


STOP ,  BROTHER ,

JUST  A  MOMENT

Before you enter this Holy of Holies, ask yourself in your innermost heart

“Am I duly and truly prepared?”

If you will listen you may hear a voice within, saying,

“It is a Brother desiring admission.”

Can you enter this sanctuary this night as, indeed, a Brother?

Have you divested yourself of garments of hate, prejudice, bias, envy, jealousy, deceit, hypocrisy, and
put on the robe of Brotherly Love?

Can you stand before the Holy Altar, which recalled to your mind memories of by-gone days and,
looking into the eyes of your Worshipful Master, extend a greeting to those about you, “Behold, a
Brother?”

Can you enter the lodge tonight with a desire not only to receive, but to give?
Should you entertain a spirit of enmity in the slightest degree for a brother in this lodge, go in,
take the hand of that brother of yours, talk it over with him in the Fraternal spirit you should, and
watch the mists disappear and the sunlight of Masonic Brotherhood illuminate your heart and his.

Just try, brother, you will not be disappointed.

The noblest work of God is man, and the ancient landmarks of Freemasonry are His handiwork of
man’s highest nobility.

Unless then you can claim to be a Mason, good and true, I beseech you to turn back, and do not
enter. But, if your aims and ambitions are the highest calling of the Brotherhood of Man as taught
throughout the ages by the Fraternity of Freemasonry, and sanctioned in nature and revelation
by the approval of the Great Architect of the Universe, enter here, for within you will find that
which you seek.

Author Unknown



R.W.  BRO.  JOHN MILITELLO,  DDGM,  W.  BRO.  DOMENIC TODARO.  DS & V.W.

JAMES  SECKINGTON PARTICIPATING AT THE WESTON WINTERFEST

COMMUNITY  CELEBRATIONS

WESTON 
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WHAT ARE THE
JOINT OBJECTIVES
IN YOUR LODGE?

Clear joint objectives align participants' intentions on what
needs to get done, expressed in terms of:

- Goals (intentions to be achieved)
- Objectives (measurable goals)
- Activities (something to be done)
- Actions (pieces of activities)
- Tasks (pieces of actions)
- Work packages (work given to a person)
- Results (consequences of activities)
- Deliverables (synonym for results)
- Outcomes (synonyms for results)
- Services (synonyms for results)

Setting joint objectives as a team helps breakdown the
mission into actionable pieces of work.

We are better together!
  
R.W. Bro. John Militello, DDGM



Manish Tangri

May we manage the present, being peaceful in the now,
May we selectively forget the past, the why and the how,

May we create the future, that makes us feel wow!
May we enjoy the journey to get to

whatever we've sought,
May we learn through our experiments,

be happy, no matter what,
May we share with others the good

we are fortunate to have got.



editor: tonyfernando
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"HAPPY IS THE MAN  WHO HAS SOWN IN HIS BREAST THE SEEDS OF BENEVOLENCE;

THE PRODUCE THEREOF SHALL BE CHARITY & LOVE. FROM THE FOUNTAIN OF HIS HEART

SHALL RISE RIVERS OF GOODNESS; AND THE STREAMS SHALL OVERFLOW FOR THE BENEFIT

OF MANKIND"   -   UNTO THE I GRANT   1760

ABSTRAXTS 2

THE CONTENTS OF THIS NEWSLETTER DO NOT REPRESENT THE VIEWS OF THE GRAND
LODGE OF CANADA IN THE PROVINCE OF ONTARIO OR ANY OTHER MASONIC BODY


