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Together
We are Better

Let us be the success story that
Freemasons years from now will look
back on and appreciate our efforts in
keeping Freemasonry alive. We are
better together; We may be great
individuals, but together our talents and
respect for one another is exponential.
What an incredible story we can carve
in our history books.
-R.W.Bro. JohnMilitello, DDGM, 21/22



Merry

Christmas
to you and your loved ones 

Wednesday, 25 December

r.w. bro. john militello, DDGM,
toronto humber valley district,

W. Bro. Domenic Todaro, DS
R.W. Bro. Errol Stewart, DC

& district committee brethren



THE CONCURRENCE
 

This month's consideration of a Famous Opinion

What is the Forty Seventh Proposition of Euclid ?
It was an invention of our ancient friend and brother, Pythagoras, who, in his travels through Asia, and
Europe, was initiated into several orders of priesthood? This wise Philosopher enriched his mind
abundantly in a general knowledge of things, more especially in Geometry or Masonry. On this subject
he drew out many problems and theorems, and among the most distinguished he originated this,
when, in the joy of his heart, he exclaimed, "Eureka" meaning "I have found it"; and upon the
discovery, is said to have sacrificed a hecatomb.
 
From W. Bro.V . Rev Fred Shade PGStdB
Lodge of Commerce No 837 UGLV 

...He who does not understand how the soul contains the Beautiful within itself, seeks to
realize beauty without, by laborious production. His aim should rather be to concentrate
and simplify, and so to expand his being; instead of going out into the Manifold, to forsake
for the One, and do to float upwards to the divine fount of being whose stream flows within
him.
... You can only apprehend the Infinite by a faculty superior to reason, by entering into a
state in which you are your finite self no longer, in which the Divine Essence is
communicated to you. This is ecstasy. It is the liberation of your mind from its finite
consciousness. ...In the reduction of your soul to its simplest self, its divine essence, you
realize this Union, this Identity. 

-PLOTINUS, 205-270 A.D.

Neo-Platonism of which Plotinus is the most original and important philosopher, needs no
introduction to the serious student of mysticism. Based chiefly Plato's theory of ideas, the new
system further maintains the doctrine of examination, advocating intellectual meditation as the
nearest approach to the spiritual realm and eventual union with God. The following quotation is
pertinent to this month's opinion.



THE SQUARE
  BY NORM MCEVOY

Albert Mackey discusses the square as “one of the most important and significant symbols in
Freemasonry”

The French Masons have almost universally presented it with one leg longer than the other,
thus making it a carpenter’s square. The American Masons have, while generally preserving
the equality of length in the legs, unnecessarily marked its surface with inches, thus making it
an instrument for measuring length and breadth, which it is not. It is simply the ‘trying
square’ of a stonemason, and has a plain surface; the sides or legs embracing an angle of
ninety degrees, and it is intended only to test the accuracy of the sides of a stone, and to see
that its edges subtend the same angle.

In looking around at a few examples, if we see that the symbol of the square and compasses
on our monthly summons is correct; the square is plain. However, some lodges are
apparently in error in having the square (on the cover) graduated in inches.

The Book of Constitution correctly has a plain un-graduated square. Nevertheless, the
symbol on the doors at the Grand Lodge office in Regina has a graduated square.

This is a small point, and one evidently not widely recognized. Nor is it one that will be readily
corrected. However, it is desirable that the true form of so important a symbol be preserved,
and it doesn’t hurt to be aware of the correct expression of the Masonic Square.

Candidates for the F.C. degree hope to obtain the privileges of the degree by “the assistance
of the square”. The Lodge, in the F.C. degree, is duly opened on the square.
Note Candidates are obligated within the square. Masons move on the square in the course
of their Masonic duties.

The square has been used symbolically for thousands of years by non-Masons as well as by
members of the Craft.

The ancient Egyptians word for “square” was used as meaning “just” and “proper”.
To the non-Masonic public today, a transaction is noted to be “on the square” when it is
honest and above board.

continued on page 7...........
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As a Masonic symbol, the square is very ancient and was familiar to the operative Masons.
In 1830, workmen rebuilding a bridge near Limerick, Ireland, found and old corroded brass
square, inscribed with the words

“I WILL STRIVE TO LIVE WITH LOVE AND CARE UPON THE LEVEL – BY THE SQUARE”,
and dated 1517.

I spoke earlier about the true form of the Masonic square. It is an error to give it one leg
longer than the other, making it a carpenter’s square. It is also wrong to mark its surface in
inches (or even centimeters). This makes it an instrument for measuring length and breadth,
which it is not. It is the simple trying square of the stonemason, intended only to test the
accuracy of the sides of a stone.

But however drawn, the square remains a symbol of morality, of truthfulness, of honesty, as
it has been recognized as such, both within and outside Masonry for many centuries.
 
Comment
I have found it amazing that so many of us simply take the Square for granted and do not
(until now) know its full meaning and correctness.
Have a wonderful Day & God Bless
Norm

THE SQUARE
  

MASONIC SAYINGS

“A secret between two is a secret of God; a secret between three is everybody’s secret.”
 

“A wise man hears one word and understands two.”

“All that is essential for the triumph of evil is that good men do nothing.”
 



When the “Grand Lodge of the Sun”
was reopened in Bayreuth in 1947,
by Past Grand Master Beyer, a
little pin in the shape of a Forget-
Me-Not was officially adopted as
the emblem of that first annual
convention of the brethren who
had survived the bitter years of
semi-darkness to rekindle the
Masonic Light.

At the first Annual Convention of
the new United Grand Lodge of
Germany AF&AM (VGLvD), in
1948, the pin was adopted as an
official Masonic emblem in honour
of the thousands of valiant
Brethren who carried on their
Masonic work under adverse
conditions.

The following year, each delegate
to the Conference of Grand
Masters in Washington, D.C.,
received one from Dr. Theodor
Vogel, Grand Master of the VGLvD.

Thus did a simple flower blossom
forth into a symbol of the
fraternity, and become perhaps the
most widely worn emblem among
Freemasons in Germany; a pin
presented ceremoniously to newly-
made Masons in most of the
Lodges of the American-Canadian
Grand Lodge, AF&AM within the
United Grand Lodges of Germany.

-continued on page 9

The
Forget-
me-Not
Pin

In Early 1934, soon after Hitler’s
rise to power, it became evident
that Freemasonry was in danger.
In that same year, the “Grand
Lodge of the Sun” (one of the
pre-war German Grand Lodges,
located in Bayreuth) realizing the
grave dangers involved, adopted
the little blue Forget-Me-Not
flower as a substitute for the
traditional square and
compasses.

It was felt the flower would
provide brethren with an
outward means of identification
while lessening the risk of
possible recognition in public by
the Nazis, who were engaged in
wholesale confiscation of all
Masonic Lodge properties.

Freemasonry went undercover,
and this delicate flower assumed
its role as a symbol of Masonry
surviving throughout the reign of
darkness. During the ensuing
decade of Nazi power a little
blue Forget-Me-Not flower worn
in a Brother’s lapel served as one
method whereby brethren could
identify each other in public, and
in cities and concentration
camps throughout Europe.                                                  
The Forget-Me-Not
distinguished the lapels of
countless brethren who
staunchly refused to allow the
symbolic Light of Masonry to be
completely extinguished.

https://theeducator.ca/masonic-light/


MASONIC SAYINGS

“All men are capable of reason.
That is the fundamental principle
of democracy. Because
everybody’s mind is capable of
true knowledge, you don’t have to
have a special authority, or a
special revelation telling you that
this is the way things should be.”

“All the beautiful sentiments in the
world weigh less than a single
lovely action.”

“As the essence of courage is to
stake one’s life on a possibility, so
the essence of faith is to believe
that the possibility exists.”

“Beautiful thoughts hardly bring us
to God until they are acted upon.
No one can have a true idea of
right until he does it.”

“Blessed is the servant who loves
his brother as much when he is
sick and useless as when he is well
and can be of service to him.”

“Character is what you are in the
dark.”

“Courage is the first of human
qualities, because it is the quality
which guarantees all the others.”

“Every child comes with a message
that God is not yet discouraged of
man.”

The
Forget-
me-Not
Pin

In the years since adoption, its
significance world-wide has been
attested to by the tens of thousands
of brethren who now display it with
meaningful pride.

This information has been taken
from a presentation card issued by
the American Canadian Grand
Lodge, AF&AM within the United
Grand Lodges of Germany.
-Submitted By Wade A. Huffman
(Light of the Three Stars Lodge
#936 AF&AM, Ansbach, Germany
and Lancaster Lodge #57 F&AM,
Lancaster, Ohio)

OBLIGATION

Obligate and oblige are sister words,
deriving from the same Latin root,
ob, a prefix meaning before, or
about; and ligare, meaning bind, as
in our ligament. An obligation is a
tie, or pledge, or bond by which a
man is tied to his fellows, or gives his
word to perform certain duties.
Accordingly we have obliging,
referring to one who is willing to
bind himself to do something for
you, obligatory, etc. The obligation is
the tie, or bond, itself; in Masonry a
formal and voluntary pledge on the
candidates part by virtue of which
he is accepted as a responsible
member of the family of Masons.

- Source: 100 Words in Masonry



A MASON
CHRISTMAS

"I don't believe in a Christmas celebration by
the lodge. I don't think we ought to have one,
or be asked to contribute to one or in any way
engage in Christmas festivities."

"The Junior Mason spoke emphatically and
with marked disapproval of the little ante-
room group nearby, making happy plans for
Yule-tide."

"That's very interesting," commented the Old
Past Master. I like to hear points of view
unfamiliar to me. Would you mind telling me
why?"

"Of course not. It's very simple. Masonry is
not Christian. King Solomon, of course, wasn't
a Christian, nor were either of the Hiram's.
Masonry admits to her ranks any good man of
faith; Christian, Jewish, Mohammedan,
Buddhist... it makes no difference, so he has a
Faith. Then, as a lodge, we celebrate a holiday
belonging to one faith. Now I personally am a
Christian, and of course I celebrate Christmas.
But my brother across the way is Jewish, who
does not recognize Christianity. To ask him to
spend his proportion of lodge funds in
celebrating the birth of a Leader in whom he
does not believe would be exactly like asking
me to celebrate, with my proportion of lodge
money, the birth of Confucius. Of course, I
have only one vote and the majority rules, but
when it comes to personal contributions to a
Masonic Christmas celebration, my hands will
never come out of my pockets."
 

He shoved them deeper in as he spoke to
emphasize his intention not to spend.

"Hum!" answered the Old Past Master. "So
you think your Jewish brother across the
way doesn't recognize Christianity? Don't
you mean he doesn't recognize Christ as
the Son of God? Wait a minute... Oh,
Brother Samuels." The Old Past Master
called across the ante-room. "Here a
minute, will you?

The Jewish brother rose and came forward.

"I just wanted to ask you if you are in
favour or against the lodge Christmas
celebration?" asked the Old Past Master.

"Me? I am in favour of it, of course, both for
the lodge appropriation and the individual
contribution."

"Thank you," nodded the Old Past Master.
Then as the Jewish brother went back to
his seat, he turned to the Junior Mason. 

"You see, my son, our Jewish friend is not
narrow. He does not believe in Christ as the
Redeemer, but he recognizes that he lives
in a country largely Christian, and belongs
to a lodge largely Christian. To him the
Christmas celebration is not one of His
birthday, but of the spirit of joyousness and
love which we mean when we sing, at
Christmas time 'Peace on earth, good will 

- continued on page 11
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A MASON
CHRISTMAS
towards men!' If you argue that 'peace' is only
a Christian word, he might even quote to you
the words of One who said 'I bring you not
Peace, but a Sword.'

"Now let me explain something to you. The
Jewish have just as much right to refuse to
recognize Christ as the Son of God, as you
have to refuse to consider Mohammed the
Prophet the followers of Allah say he is. But
as an educated man, you must know that
Mohammed was a good man, a devout leader,
a wise teacher. As an educated man, you
admit that the religion founded by Buddha has
much in it that is good, and you admit that
Confucius was a wise and just leader. Were
you in the land where the birthdays of any of
these were celebrated, would you refuse your
part in the people's joy in their Leader, simply
because you followed another? I trust not.
Well, neither do our Jewish brethren or our
Mohammedan brethren, desire to be left out
of our celebration. They may not believe in
the Divinity of Him we, as Christians, follow,
but if they are good men and good Masons...
they are perfectly willing to admit that the
religion we follow is as good for us as theirs is
for them, and to join with us in celebrating the
day which is to us the glad day of all the year.

"Believe me, Christmas doesn't mean Christ's
birthday to many a man who calls himself
Christian. It is not because of joy the He was
born that many a good man celebrates
Christmas. 

It is because his neighbor celebrates it,
because it is a time of joy for little ones,
because it is a day when he can express his
thanks to his God that he is allowed to have
a wife and family and children and friends
and a lodge, because of that very 'peace on
earth' spirit which is no more the property
of the Gentile than the Jewish, the Chinese
or the Mohammedan.

"It is such a spirit that Masons join, all, in
celebrating Christmas. It is on the Masonic
side of the tree we dance, not the Christian
side. When this lodge erects its Christmas
tree in the basement and throws it open to
the little ones of the poor of this town, you
will find children of all kinds there; black,
white, yellow, and brown, Jewish and
Gentile, Christian and Mohammedan. And
you will find a few Jewish at the door, and
among the biggest subscriptions will be
those from some Jewish brethren, and
there is a Jewish brother who rents cars for
a living who will supply us a dozen free to
take baskets to those who cannot come.
And when the Jewish Orphan Asylum has
its fair, in the Spring, you will find many a
Christian Mason attending to spend his
money and help along the cause dear to his
Jewish brethren, never remembering that
they are of a different faith. That, my son, is
Masonry."

"For Charity is neither Christian nor
Jewish, nor Chinese nor Buddhistic. And
celebrations which create joy in little
- continued on page 12
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A MASON
CHRISTMAS

hearts and feed the hungry and make the poor
think that Masons do not forget the lessons in
lodge, are not Christian alone, though they be
held at Christmas, and are not for Christians
alone, though the celebration be in His honor.
Recall the ritual: 'By the exercise of brotherly
love we are taught to regard the whole human
species as one family, the high and low, the
rich and poor, who, as created by one
Almighty Parent, and inhabitants of the same
planet, are to aid, support and protect each
other'.

"It is with this thought that we, as Masons,
celebrate Christmas, to bring joy to our
brethren and their little ones, and truly
observe the brotherhood of man and the
Fatherhood of God, whether we be Jewish or
Gentile, Mohammedan or Buddhist." The Old
Past Master ceased and stood musing, his old
eyes looking back along a long line of lodge
Christmas trees about which eager little faces
danced. Then he turned to the Junior Mason.

"Well," he said smiling, "Do you understand?"

"I thank you for my Christmas present," came
the answer. "Please tell me to which brother I
should make my Christmas contribution?"

A REAL
DISTRICT
DEPUTY

Each time it's different and each time the
same

and has been from the whenever start
For centuries, I guess

 
 And yet I'm the guardian by default

Of assignment, make sure it's done right
and it must have been the same

For centuries, I guess.
 

- Gerald Leighton
 

A BROTHER'S HAND
 

When you're feeling all downhearted,
And life's hard to understand,

Say, it's fine to feel the pressure
Of a Brother's friendly hand.

 
Just to know he sympathizes,

Though he doesn't say a word;
How it starts your courage climbing,
As your heart is touched and stirred.

 
With an arm across your shoulders,

And a grip you love to find,
How it makes you feel the bounding

Of the hearts of humankind.
 

It is just a little token
Of an ever growing band,

For there's faith and hope and courage
In a Brother's friendly hand!   

 
- Bro. George B. Staff

 
 

https://www.masonic-lodge-of-education.com/i-want-to-become-a-mason.html


 
"WHAT IS SPECIAL
ABOUT MY LODGE"
My Mother Lodge, the first Spanish speaking Lodge in
Israel, consecrated on January 10, 1970 and called "La
Fraternidad No. 62", has reached a very special and
peculiar status that in these few lines I will try to
describe.

To say that the promedia of assisting brethren to
every meeting is over 75%, is very positive but, its not
the most important factor that I want to point out and,
please, do not forget to consider that we work every
Thursday of the year besides the months of August
and September that we are on vacation. There are
other interesting factors that make my Lodge very
special.

To mention that in every Lodge meeting the
Ceremony and Protocol is strictly observed to the
delight of all present brethren; that the speeches and
conferences delivered by our brethren is each one
better and more interesting than the other,
demonstrating how much research work is invested by
them; that the mutual respect, harmony and fraternity
that is felt among all brethren of the Lodge, are only
factual testimonies of circumstantial evidence.

In its almost 25 years of existence, my Mother Lodge
has had success to elevate, to incomparable levels, the
fraternity and love among its members, and more
important, among and with our wives. In reality, in
many Lodges, the relation between the brother and its
own wife is many times negatively affected because,
the man, leaves her home in order to assist to a Lodge 

meeting or activity, sometimes once a
month, in other cases twice a month and in
our case, the situation is apparently
exaggerated as we meet every Thursday.
There are some Lodges that the ladies don't
even know each other.

Its already many years that our ladies,
without a formal masonic compromise and
not pretending to become any organized
masonic feminine group, meet periodically
and permanently to listen to conferences
and expositions on issues of their interest,
including masonic themes, or other
activities, coinciding these meetings on
Thursdays with ours. It has become a
tradition that the Reigning Master's wife
presides the ladies' activities and everybody
refers to her, in a fraternal and loving way,
as the "Mother Superior", expression that
was adopted spontaneously and empirically
and that became inspiration to an excellent
theatrical parody put on stage by our ladies
representing our Lodge as a Convent where
the nuns, compared to the brethren, are
presided by the "Mother Superior",
compared to the Reigning Master.

This situation of true fraternity, directly and
indirectly fortifies the union among the
brethren and their families, that comes to a
- continued on page 14 



 
"WHAT IS SPECIAL
ABOUT MY LODGE"
practical and pragmatic manifest, with the opening of
our respective homes promoting the virtue of masonic
hospitality to such a degree that, besides the
Thursdays that we meet the brethren in Lodge or at
the White Table, tours, picnics and fraternal week
ends together with our ladies and families, we also
meet on Fridays at our homes to practice Masonry
also "Out Side the Temple Walls". Some Fridays the
brethren are invited and distributed in three homes
simultaneously and we worry to specially invite the
just initiated brethren and their ladies in order to
facilitate their integration to our Masonic Family. All
this is done voluntarily, no obligation and with a
reciprocity expectation.

To the author of these lines is clear that, this peculiar
integrated form of fraternity, is what characterizes
primarily my Mother Lodge that, with this system,
without making any transgression to masonic law or
principals of our Fraternity, has found a way and a
perfect solution to the integration of the brethren and
the ladies constituting a real great masonic family that
vibrates with the clear and happiness of its members
and cries and sorrows with any pain and tragedy they
have.

It is very nice to listen how our Lodge is praised for its
achievements, not only by Grand Lodge of Israel
Dignitaries but, also, by a great number of brethren
that visit us from home and abroad that, when they
find out about our special way of practicing integrated
masonry, coincide that our system is worthy to
emulate.
- R.W. B. Touvia (Teddy) Goldstein
Past Master "La Fraternidad No. 62 Lodge" Tel Aviv.

 

FELLOWSHIP
Beside an open grave we stand,

As others, staunch and true have stood,
Brother! I greet you hand to hand,

With this sure pledge of brotherhood;
 

And tho' our paths may be apart,
My feet shall haste to help your need,

And foot to foot - as heart to heart,
Bring kindly words and trusty deed.

 
Pray for me! in your hour of prayer,

And I, for you, will suppliant be,
Humbly imploring blessings there
From our Creator - knee to knee.

 
Tell me all you'd have to do

For all the dear ones, loved the best,
Sacred is the trust, which you

Whispered to me breast to breast,
 

Clasp me in a brother's arms,
Parting this, we fear no slip-

No false tongue - no false alarms
Bid me doubt a brother's grip.

 
Life and death - so close combined,

Bind each for the other's good,
Till in the Lodge above, we find

Sorrow past - Peace understood.
 

- Bro. E. Rogers



C H A R I T Y
T O Y  E V E N T
A T  W E S T O N   



Wishing
you & your
loved ones 

 Happy
Holidays &
a Happy

New Year
2022

R.W. Bro. John Militello, DDGM
W. Bro. Domenic Todaro, DS
R.W. Bro. Errol Stewart, DC



C H A R I T Y  T O Y  
 E V E N T  A T
W E S T O N



MASONIC
SAYINGS
“Every human being has a work to carry on within, duties to perform
abroad, influence to exert, which are peculiarly his, and which no
conscience but his own can teach.”

“God hides some ideal in every human soul. At some time in our life
we feel a trembling, fearful longing to do some good thing. Life finds
its noblest spring of excellence in this hidden impulse to do our best.”
“Growing old is no more than a bad habit which a busy man has no
time to form.”

“I have walked with people whose eyes are full of light but see nothing
in sea and sky, nothing in city streets, nothing in books.”

“Ideals are like stars. You will not succeed in touching them with your
hands, but, like the seafaring man, you choose them as your guides,
and, following them, you will reach your destiny.”

“If a man does not keep pace with his companions, perhaps it is
because he hears a different drummer. Let him step to the music he
hears, however measured or far away.”

“If you have anything really valuable to contribute to the world, it will
come through the expression of your own personality, that single
spark of divinity that sets you off and makes you different from every
other living creature.”

“If you see something wrong and don’t correct it, you have just set a
new standard.”

“Life is a bridge. Cross over it, but build no house on it.”

“Life is a flame that is always burning itself out, but it catches fire
again every time a child is born.”

“Life without a friend is death without a witness.”



WHAT ARE JOINT
RISKS IN YOUR
LODGE?

Risk identification
Risk analysis
Risk mitigation

Risk free operations deliver...nothing. All projects and
operations carry risks related to their inherent degree of
uncertainty. Risks are events that, if they occur create
unwanted obstacles. These obstacles make it more difficult
for the brethren to achieve the mission. They can negatively
impact the costs, the deadlines or quality of the deliverables,
and even damage personal relationships. In the worst case
scenario, a risk that occurs can cause the entire project and
team to fail.

The following may helps reduce risk in three main steps:

1.
2.
3.

Risk management discussions matter: they increase the team's
resilience - hence the likelihood of achieving the mission
successfully. 

Ask
- what can prevent us from succeeding?
- what might go wrong?
- what's our worst case scenario?
- what are problems/ threats/dangers/ side effects in    
 achieving our objectives?
- are there any particular fears/ objections?
- what would make us consider a plan B?

We 
are

 Be
tter

 To
geth

er!



WOMEN's RITES
WITH ITS ROOTS IN SOCIAL REFORM, THE HONOURABLE FRATERNITY OF
ANCIENT FREEMASONS, ALSO KNOWN AS FREEMASONRY FOR WOMEN, IS A
FORCE FOR EMPOWERMENT, SAYS GRAND MASTER CHRISTINE CHAPMAN
What inspired you to become a Freemason?
My father was a Freemason and he loved every minute of it. He came to it late in life,
but made some wonderful friends. It meant so much to him to belong. My mother joined
at his behest and my husband was one, too, so I knew quite a lot about it. My mother
asked me to join, so I took the plunge and entered the Constance Leaver Lodge, No. 39,
in Marble Arch. I’ve now been a Freemason for 42 years. And I’ve never regretted it for a
minute! 
You became Grand Master in 2014. How have you found it?
It’s almost 24/7 now. I’m always at the end of my mobile and on social media, looking for
opportunities to promote the fraternity. I had quite a rapid rise after a number of years
as a ‘pale blue brother’. My first office was as a Grand Steward and by then, I’d made
Freemasonry my life and I think they recognized I was dedicated. You can’t take on the
responsibilities of a Grand Master without giving yourself to it 100 per cent. 
What are the origins of women’s Freemasonry?
The old myth that it began with inquisitive women being discovered hidden in lodge
cupboards, grandfather clocks and under floorboards – and that they were made masons
to protect the secrets – is entertaining, but none of these women went on to develop
women’s Freemasonry. 

It began in pre-revolutionary 18th-century France with the Lodges of Adoption, which
were female masonic societies under the adoption of masculine lodges. When the
French Revolution arrived, all these lodges were for the chop, at least metaphorically.
However, women were coming to the forefront of French intellectual society and Maria
Deraismes, a well-known writer and supporter of women’s rights, was invited to become
a full member of Loge des Libres Penseurs, working under the Grande Loge Symbolique
de France. Her initiation in 1882 caused a schism, so this lodge and nine others seceded
to form a new Grand Lodge called La Grande Loge Symbolique Ecossaise. And a new
parallel movement was formed that eventually became known as Le Droit Humain, or
the International Order of Co-Masonry. 
Not long after this, the radical feminist Annie Besant travelled to France to join this
movement and when she returned to England, she decided to form the British
Federation of the International Order of Co-Masonry in 1902, and remained its leader
until her death in 1933.
- continued on page 21
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WOMEN's RITES
WITH ITS ROOTS IN SOCIAL REFORM, THE HONOURABLE FRATERNITY OF ANCIENT
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made some wonderful friends. It meant so much to him to belong. My mother joined at
his behest and my husband was one, too, so I knew quite a lot about it. My mother asked
me to join, so I took the plunge and entered the Constance Leaver Lodge, No. 39, in
Marble Arch. I’ve now been a Freemason for 42 years. And I’ve never regretted it for a
minute! 

You became Grand Master in 2014. How have you found it?
It’s almost 24/7 now. I’m always at the end of my mobile and on social media, looking for
opportunities to promote the fraternity. I had quite a rapid rise after a number of years as
a ‘pale blue brother’. My first office was as a Grand Steward and by then, I’d made
Freemasonry my life and I think they recognized I was dedicated. You can’t take on the
responsibilities of a Grand Master without giving yourself to it 100 per cent. 

What are the origins of women’s Freemasonry?
The old myth that it began with inquisitive women being discovered hidden in lodge
cupboards, grandfather clocks and under floorboards – and that they were made masons
to protect the secrets – is entertaining, but none of these women went on to develop
women’s Freemasonry. 
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It began in pre-revolutionary 18th-century France with the Lodges of Adoption,
which were female masonic societies under the adoption of masculine lodges.
When the French Revolution arrived, all these lodges were for the chop, at least
metaphorically. However, women were coming to the forefront of French
intellectual society and Maria Deraismes, a well-known writer and supporter of
women’s rights, was invited to become a full member of Loge des Libres Penseurs,
working under the Grande Loge Symbolique de France. Her initiation in 1882
caused a schism, so this lodge and nine others seceded to form a new Grand Lodge
called La Grande Loge Symbolique Ecossaise. And a new parallel movement was
formed that eventually became known as Le Droit Humain, or the International
Order of Co-Masonry.

Not long after this, the radical feminist Annie Besant travelled to France to join this
movement and when she returned to England, she decided to form the British
Federation of the International Order of Co-Masonry in 1902, and remained its
leader until her death in 1933. However, in true masonic fashion, there was a
breakaway by members who wanted their Freemasonry to run along similar lines to
UGLE. So in 1908 a new Grand Lodge was formed called the Honourable Fraternity
of Antient Masonry, or HFAM, although they later added The Order of Women
Freemasons to their title and are now usually referred to as the OWF. Up until this
point, female Freemasons had used the term ‘sister’. But now they decided that as
members of a universal brotherhood, it was more suitable to be styled as ‘brother’. 
‘It’s almost 24/7 now. I’m always at the end of my mobile and on social media,
looking for opportunities to promote the fraternity’.

What type of Freemasonry was practiced in the Honourable Fraternity of Antient
Masonry?
For the first five years of its existence, they practiced only the Craft degrees, but
some members wished to introduce the Royal Arch. And having received the
degree from former members of an extant UGLE chapter, they formed one
themselves to practice the Royal Arch. But the Grand Lodge of HFAM decreed that
the time was not yet ripe for this introduction. 

- continued on page 22

http://www.ugle.org.uk/


WOMEN's RITES
Carpe Diem is one of my mantras and another is that there are no problems, only solutions.
Take the consecration of our New Delhi Lodge. We had an Indian lady who came over to the
UK, joined a lodge and took her degrees because she was determined to take Freemasonry
to India. But she couldn’t get other Indian women to come over to England to take their
degrees. So we went out there to make it happen. 

So on 27 November 1913, Mrs Elizabeth Boswell Reid and her daughter Mrs. Lily Seton
Challen set up their own Grand Lodge to be known as The Honourable Fraternity of Ancient
Freemasons, or HFAF, which is my Grand Lodge. Elizabeth Boswell Reid became our first
Grand Master. So in 1913 we had three masonic Grand Lodges admitting both men and
women, although women outnumbered the men in both HFAM and HFAF. Eventually these
fraternities decided to become single-sex, and by 1933, we had achieved this aim in HFAF.

So HFAF was founded on the wave of social change in 1913? 
We were inspired by the suffragettes and were founded on a streak of rebellion, because
we’d broken away from another group. But they were all founded with the same principles –
to empower women. We had one suffragette I know of – Helen Fraser, a great orator who
inspired women to join the suffrage movement. 

What’s the difference between the HFAF and OWF societies?
The OWF are much larger than us. But we like to think we’re more flexible and can react
more quickly to initiatives and seize opportunities. Carpe Diem is one of my mantras and
another is that there are no problems, only solutions. Take the consecration of our New
Delhi Lodge. We had an Indian lady who came over to the UK, joined a lodge and took her
degrees because she was determined to take Freemasonry to India. But she couldn’t get
other Indian women to come over to England to take their degrees. So we went out there to
make it happen. 
‘We have to fight people who think we’re upset that we can’t join the men. At HFAF, we
want to work as women, for an organization of women, doing things for women’.

What are the misconceptions about women’s Freemasonry?
We sometimes come across men who don’t think we could possibly be doing it at the same
level as them. So, we’ve had to fight that. Nowadays they’re much more supportive and
UGLE is in particular. We also have to fight people who think we are somehow upset that we
can’t join the men. At HFAF, we want to work as women, for an organization of women,
doing things for women. We have a saying: it’s a bit like football – the same game, the same
rules, but different teams. 
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How is the relationship between you and UGLE? 
We have a very good working relationship. Take the Gender Reassignment Policy; we
worked together on that. Our policy mirrors UGLE’s, so if any of our members want to
become a man, they can remain a member. And we have an agreement to accept members
from each other’s organizations if they’d feel happier in an organization filled with members
of their new gender. We’ve also been working with UGLE in the Universities Scheme since
2016, as students now demand that women be given the same opportunities to become
Freemasons.

What else are you doing to grow your membership?
Growing our membership is a slow process, because to be honest, as fast as we get new
members in, older members either stop coming due to old age, or because they’ve passed on.
But although we’re small, we punch above our weight with our initiative and innovation. We
have very committed and enthusiastic overseas lodges in Spain, Gibraltar, Romania and India,
and next year a lodge is opening in Washington, DC. 

Why do you think a woman should join your fraternity?
I think that even nowadays, women need to feel empowered. Freemasonry offers that by
making women confident, self-aware and self-assured. It’s a wonderful system of morality
and guidance to help you lead a better life, achieved through allegory and symbolism.
Women appreciate belonging to a group of other women. Especially today, when people
have hundreds of friends online, but might not have real people who they can connect with.
Women take Freemasonry every bit as seriously as the men. I can honestly say that my life
has been transformed immeasurably by being a female Freemason and a member of HFAF.
And I will defend the right of women to be Freemasons until my dying day.
.



INGVAR KAMPRAD

"You can do so much in ten minutes' time. Ten minutes,
once gone, are gone for good. Divide your life into ten
minute units and sacrifice as few of them as possible in

meaningless activity."
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"HAPPY IS THE MAN  WHO HAS SOWN IN HIS BREAST THE SEEDS OF BENEVOLENCE;

THE PRODUCE THEREOF SHALL BE CHARITY & LOVE. FROM THE FOUNTAIN OF HIS HEART

SHALL RISE RIVERS OF GOODNESS; AND THE STREAMS SHALL OVERFLOW FOR THE BENEFIT

OF MANKIND"   -   UNTO THE I GRANT   1760
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