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Greetings Brethren, 

 

As the DDGM for Toronto Humber Valley District, it

gives me much pleasure to send you my remarks via

this newsletter.  

I extend a sincere, personal “Thank You” to all

members for your encouragement and full support.

As your DDGM, it is a distinct honour and privilege

to serve and I pledge my unwavering commitment

to carry out my duties and responsibilities to the

best of my capabilities. 

I commend Rt. Wor. Bro. Tony Fernando for working

tirelessly on this newsletter and I am sure that all

Masons, like myself, fully appreciate his stalwart

efforts. 

I extend a warm welcome to all Masons  as we work

together in making THV a top notch district! More

particularly, I salute the Team Leaders of our

committees for their energy, enthusiasm and

willingness to serve. You have been entrusted with

the mantle of leadership and your sense of

determination, pride and profound sense of duty

has not gone unnoticed. 

I sincerely thank our District Secretary, Wor. Bro.

Robert Foote for his hard work and diligence. Truly,

his efforts, advice and wide variety of skills is a

blessing to me and I am indeed fortunate to have

such a dedicated Mason by my side. Thank you, Rob,

for everything! 

2018-19 is packed with activities to suit all Masons,

regardless of rank and I heartily invite you to glance

through the trestleboard and take note of the

upcoming events. 

continued on next page......................................... 
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Brethren, this year I am initiating a program entitled

“Each One-Reach One” which simply means each

Mason reaching out to another Mason. Reach out in

person, by e-mail, phone or as a group…by whatever

means possible. Reach out to a Brother who is ill or

shut in and give him a few minutes of your time.

Reach out to a Brother who hasn’t attended lodge

and find out why. Reach out to that new Initiate,

Fellow Craft or Master Mason and visit other lodges

so he can fully appreciate the true meaning of

fellowship and brotherly love. Reach out to the

widows of our members and PM’s with a gift and

visit to ease their loneliness.  

I see this as a heartfelt and vital endeavour that will

allow us to help each other! 

Brethren, I feel very passionate about  THV and our

priorities and I look forward to seeing you at various

events; again, I invite you to be part of our team and

I wish you and your lodge much success this year. 

 

Sincerely and Fraternally, 

 

Rt. Wor. Bro. Harry Ansara 

DDGM 
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Message from our

District Secretary
Brethren 

 

It is a great honour to serve as Toronto Humber Valley’s

District Secretary for this current Masonic year.  My sincere

thanks to our District Deputy Grand Master, R.W. Bro. Harry

Ansara, for his confidence in me.    

 

My intent is to work with all members of the district and

especially the secretaries of each lodge where I can.  Some

are new, and many are continuing their service to their

lodge.  I am always available to assist them in navigating the

issues they face along the way.   

 

THV District has an exciting year ahead.  A terrific group of

Committee Leaders have stepped forward to work

throughout the District to advance our messages.  The

DDGM  and I look forward to working with them as they

continue to distinguish THV District as a leading light in,

Masonry in Ontario.  We can all be proud of the work they

continue to do. 

 

I fully support the DDGM’s theme of “Each One-Reach One”.

 As a fraternity premised in Brotherly Love, the theme is

simple.  We can give of ourselves in the simplest, least

expensive way by committing some time to a brother.  Be it

through a visit, a timely phone call or by mentoring a

younger brother or explaining some of the secrets and

hidden mysteries we seek.  By making a conscious effort and

investing some time to do this, you are demonstrating

Masonic brotherhood.  Think about how you can contribute

to this simple effort and do it! 

 

I look forward to seeing as many of the Brethren at

Installations, Official Visits and other great events happening

this year. If there is anything I can assist you with this year,

please do not hesitate to reach out.  I am happy to help! 

 

Thank you for the work you do in keeping Masonry so

vibrant in Toronto Humber Valley District!   

 

Sincerely and Fraternally 

 

W. Bro. Rob Foote 

THV District Secretary  
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The Travelling Freemasons of the Middle Ages

ALBERT  MACKEY  

fell to work, sent for fresh supplies of

their brethren as the object demanded,

and, when all was finished, again

raised their encampment, and went

elsewhere to undertake other jobs."[2] 

 

This society continued to preserve the

commingled features of operative and

speculative masonry, as they had been

practiced at the temple of Solomon.

Admission to the community was not

restricted to professional artisans, but

men of eminence, and particularly

ecclesiastics, were numbered among

its members. "These latter," says Mr.

Hope, "were especially anxious,

themselves, to direct the improvement

and erection of their churches and

monasteries, and to manage the

expenses of their buildings, and

became members of an establishment

which had so high and sacred a

destination, was so entirely exempt

from all local, civil jurisdiction,

acknowledged the pope alone as its

direct chief, and only worked under his

immediate authority; and thence we

read of so many ecclesiastics of the

highest rank--abbots, prelates,

bishops--conferring additional weight

and respectability on the order of

Freemasonry by becoming its

members--themselves giving the

designs and superintending the

construction of their churches, and

employing the manual labor of their

own monks in the edification of them. 

 

In England, in the tenth century, the

Masons are said to have received the

special protection of King Athelstan; in

the eleventh century, Edward the

Confessor declared himself 

The first of these points to which I

refer is the establishment of a body of

architects, widely disseminated

throughout Europe during the middle

ages under the avowed name of

Travelling Freemasons. This association

of workmen, said to have been the

descendants of the Temple Masons,

may be traced by the massive

monuments of their skill at as early a

period as the ninth or tenth century;

although, according to the authority of

Mr. Hope, who has written elaborately

on the subject, some historians have

found the evidence of their existence

in the seventh century, and have

traced a peculiar masonic language in

the reigns of Charlemagne of France

and Alfred of England. 

 

It is to these men, to their preeminent

skill in architecture, and to their well-

organized system as a class of

workmen, that the world is indebted

for those magnificent edifices which

sprang up in such undeviating

principles of architectural form during

the middle ages. 

 

"Wherever they came," says Mr. Hope,

"in the suite of missionaries, or were

called by the natives, or arrived of their

own accord, to seek employment, they

appeared headed by a chief surveyor,

who governed the whole troop, and

named one man out of every ten,

under the name of warden, to overlook

the nine others, set themselves to

building temporary huts[1] for their

habitation around the spot where the

work was to be carried on, regularly

organized their different departments,

. 
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preserve uncontaminated the moral

precepts of that religion which is

implanted in the mind of man." 

 

We thus, then, have before us an

aspect of Freemasonry as it existed in

the middle ages, when it presents itself

to our view as both operative and

speculative in its character. The

operative element that had been

infused into it by the Dionysiac

artificers of Tyre, at the building of the

Solomonic temple, was not yet

dissevered from the pure speculative

element which had prevailed in it

anterior to that period. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

their patron; and in the twelfth, Henry

I. gave them his protection.  

 

Into Scotland the Freemasons

penetrated as early as the beginning of

the twelfth century, and erected the

Abbey of Kilwinning, which afterwards

became the cradle of Scottish Masonry

under the government of King Robert

Bruce. 

 

Of the magnificent edifices which they

erected, and of their exalted condition

under both ecclesiastical and lay

patronage in other countries, it is not

necessary to give a minute detail. It is

sufficient to say that in every part of

Europe evidences are to be found of

the existence of Freemasonry,

practiced by an organized body of

workmen, and with whom men of

learning were united; or, in other

words, of a combined operative and

speculative institution. 

 

What the nature of this speculative

science continued to be, we may learn

from that very curious, if authentic,

document, dated at Cologne, in the

year 1535, and hence designated as the

"Charter of Cologne." In that

instrument, which purports to have

been issued by the heads of the order

in nineteen different and important

cities of Europe, and is addressed to

their brethren as a defence against the

calumnies of their enemies, it is

announced that the order took its

origin at a time "when a few adepts,

distinguished by their life,  their moral

doctrine, and their sacred

interpretation of the arcanic

truths, withdrew themselves from the

multitude in order more effectually to  

 

"Dante began the great journey of his

The Divine Comedy at the mid-point

of his life. Is good to recall the

opening sentence of "his mystic

unfathomable song": 

"In the midway at this our mortal life, 

I found me in a gloomy wood, astray, 

Gone from the path direct; and e'en

to tell, 

It were no easy task, how savage wild 

That forest, how robust and rough its

growth,  

Which to remember only, my dismay 

Renews, in bitterness not far from

death." 

 

 

Poet, writer, political thinker. Dante

was a Medieval Italian poet and

philosopher whose poetic trilogy, The

Divine Comedy, made an indelible

impression on both literature and

theology. 
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Zeta Shamrock Installation 
 

Zeta Shamrock

Zeta Shamrock

Zeta Shamrock

Zeta Shamrock

THE EAST 

Newly Installed Worshipful Masters 

 

Freemasonry is capable of bestowing many

laurels upon its members, but none so great as

that of the Master of the Lodge. 

 

There are higher degrees to which, through

diligence and devotion to duty we may attain

but no man can unless he enjoys the respect and

confidence of his Brethren, be elevated to the

honoured station of Worshipful Master. 

 

Your predecessors have set distinguished

examples of leadership and you should strive to

live up to their record.  

 

The Master of the Lodge is not a ruler in the

sense of kings, but the spokesman of equals, who

must ever alert to do the bidding of its Brethren.  

 

We are taking this opportunity to wish you a very

successful year.   

 

Congratulations to W. Bro.
Reggie Pangan Geraldez of
Zeta Shamrock



Encouraging words from mystics of the

past are a welcome source of inspiration

and help to us as we begin regular

practice of the laws and principles of

mental contact with others. We briefly

quote Hugo St. Victor, the gentle, kindly,

and learned mystic of the 11th century

whose ponderous tomes of divinity

earned for him the name of second

Augustine 

"Thou has another eye, an eye within,

far more piercing than the other thou

speakest of, ......one that beholds at

once the past, present, and the future;

which diffuses through all things the

keen brightness of its vision; which

penetrates what is hidden, investigates

what is impalpable; which needs no

foreign light wherewith to see, but

gazes by a light of its own, peculiar to

itself." 

HUGO ST. VICTOR, 1097 - 1142

  The Concurrence

Add a little bit of body text

Congratulations to V.W. Bro. David Greenway

(Humber), Grand Steward 

Congratulations to W. Bro. Frank Vessio of Simcoe Lodge
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"When you stop caring about being right in the eyes of 

everyone..........it's amazing how little you care to waste 

energy trying to convince people of your view" 

Dr. Peter Attia

I am guilty of war when I distort other's opinions which differ from my own 

I am guilty of war when I show disregard for the rights and properties of others 

I am guilty of war when I covet what another has honestly acquired 

I am guilty of war when I seek to maintain my superiority of position by depriving others 

of their opportunity of advancement 

I am guilty of war if I imagine my kin and myself to be a privileged people 

I am guilty of war if I believe a heritage entitles me to monopolize resources of nature 

I am guilty of war when I believe other people must think and live as I do 

I am guilty of war when I make success in life dependent upon power, fame and riches 

I am guilty of war when I think the minds of people should be regulated by force rather 

than by reason 

I am guilty of war when I believe the God I conceive is the one others must accept 

I am guilty of war when I think that a land of man's birth must necessarily be the place of 

his livelihood 

The true articles of peace cannot be legislated but are drawn up in the personal 

aspirations and conduct of the millions of little people. When all men will frankly 

perceive their common dependence, an understanding will emerge that will transcend 

the barriers of time and space, creed and race 

Creed of Peace - Ralph Lewis (1944) Mystic, Philosopher 

 

 

Amidst issues in the world today, Ralph

Lewis's thoughts & perspectives in 1944

"We're going to exceed last 

year's performance by doing 

everything exactly the same" 

???? 
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Do The Little Things 

 

For many years I have observed the

earnest and faithful efforts of the officers

of lodges as they held meetings for the

purpose of suggesting ways to improve

attendance and maintain interest. In

every instance some outstanding

program has been launched, which if

carried to completion, always bears fruit

which is the result of honest planning.

However, it is my conclusion that all we

hope for, the molding of Masonic

principles into a strong Masonry, must be

the result of the doing of little things.

Everything else, it seems, is subordinate

to the idea of keeping fresh Masonic

teachings through the medium of doing.

Again and again we refer to the "Old Time

Masonry." Yet we know full well that the

principles of Masonry are the same today

as they were centuries ago. What do we

really mean? What is that spirit that we

must recapture? 

 

Get out the minutes of your lodge and

review the history of "those old days."

Strike deep into the heart of that history

and then report truthfully. What do you

find?  

A Masonic funeral was an occasion at

which was reflected the obligation of the

living to the dead. Masons left their work

and devoted all the time necessary to pay

due and proper respect to the departed

and to the loved ones. Look at the record

of your lodge as it reports visitations to

the sick, acts of charity to the unfortunate,

comfort to the heartbroken. Review the

work of committees, the work of brothers

who asked for no titles, no recognition,

but only the opportunity to render

service. Look over the names of those

Masons, those working brothers, and see

if they were not the same who were

leaders in their communities. Also look at

the heritage they left. It was not

measured in dollars. It was character. 

 

That which we seek is within us. "Old

Time Masonry" is not a thing that belongs

to the past. It is a Spirit that is the result of

Doing Great Little Things. 

 

"Unknown"

Acacia 

The timber of the Shittim tree, widely used in making the sacred furniture of the Temple. In

speculative Masonry, the term is used as a symbol of the immortality of the soul. 

Accord - agreement; concurrence 

To make to conform or agree; bring into harmony. Required of all Masons in order to attain

true Brotherhood. 

Active Member 

An active member is one who maintains his membership in a Masonic Lodge by the

payment of his regular dues and who takes part in the work and responsibilities of the Craft.

One who fails to do these things may remain a Mason in heart, but deprives himself of the

benefits of members 

Masonic Dictionary
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Accepted 

The Latin accipere, receive, was from ad, meaning "to," and capere, meaning "take,"

therefore to take, to receive. The passive apprenticeship and initiation, but after the

participle of this was acceptus. In Operative Masonry members were admitted through

course of time, and when the Craft had begun to decay, gentlemen who had no intention

of doing builders' work but were interested in the Craft for social, or perhaps for

antiquarian reasons, were accepted" into membership; to distinguish these gentlemen

Masons from the Operatives in the membership they were called the "Accepted." After

1717, when the whole Craft was revolutionized into a Fraternity, all members became non-

Operatives, hence our use of the word in such phrases as "Free and Accepted Masons." 

Adjournment 

The Worshipful Master is the sole judge with reference to the adjournment of a Lodge. 

Admonish; Admonition 

One of the most exacting duties in the ethics of Freemasonry is that a Mason shall not

publicize the faults of a Brother Mason, but shall whisper good counsel in his ear. An

admonition must be given with the language of brotherly affection, the magic tongue of

love, and with the persuasive attitude of "mercy unrestrained." 

Adoration - reverent honor 

A fundamental tenet of Freemasonry is that God is supreme, preeminent, and exalted

above all creation, and the He alone is to be worshipped. Throughout all of the Degrees

and in all of the ritual of Masonry God is worshipped in adorations which are expressed in

both silent and oral prayers, and by different reverent positions of the body. 

Advance  

Going from one degree to the next after showing proficiency in the preceding degree. 

Adversity - A State of ill-fortune or destitution 

Freemasonry believes that adversity should be accepted as a test of character and met

with courage and prayer. Also, a Mason should go to the aid of a Brother Mason in

adversity. 

Affiliate 

Filius is Latin for son, filia for daughter; the prefix "af" is a form of the Latin ad, meaning to

add to. To be affiliated means therefore to be adopted into a family as a son or daughter, a

meaning that beautifully covers a Mason's relation to his Lodge once he has affiliated with

it. 

Alarm 

The Latin for weapons, or arms, was arma. 

 

Our "art" and "article" came from the same root, art meaning something originally made

by the use of the arms, hands and fingers. 

 

The English "alarm" goes back directly to the Italian alle arme, and ultimately to the Latin

ad arma so that "alarm" means "to arms, signifying that something has happened of

possible danger. 

 

A knock at the Lodge door is so named because it calls for alertness, lest the wrong man

be permitted to enter. 

 

 

 

 

Masonic Dictionary
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Seated: R.W. Bro. Harry Ansara, DDGM THVD, M.W. Bro. Ron Growshaw, W.

Bro. Honesto Claudio, Grand Master, M.W. Bro. Paul E. Todd, M.W. Bro.

Donald Mumby 

Standing: R.W. Bro. David Sheen, M.W. Bro. Allan J. Petrisor, M.W. Bro.

Donald Campbell

Congratulations to W. Bro. Honesto Claudio,

Worshipful Master of Trillium Lodge

Trillium Installation 2018
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Trillium Installation 2018

Trillium Installation 2018

Trillium Installation 2018

Trillium Installation 2018

Trillium Installation 2018

Congratulations to W. Bro. Frank

Vessio, Worshipful Master of Simcoe

Lodge
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THE SPONSOR/

MENTOR 

W.BRO. DONALD M. SCANDRETT

All too often a newly made Mason, usually at

the Entered Apprentice and Fellow Craft

stages in his Masonic career, drops out and

eventually demits or receives a non-payment

of dues suspension. Is it his fault??? No, it is

yours!!! You, as his sponsor and mentor, began

ignoring him the minute the ink from your

signature had dried on his petition for

initiation. You were not there for his

initiation, passing or raising. You failed to

assist him with his memory work. You failed

to introduce him throughout your jurisdiction

by not inviting him out to visit other lodges

with you. You failed to phone him on a

regular basis or visit him, to ensure he is not

having any difficulties with his memory work.

You failed to invite him and his wife out to a

lady’s night, to ensure his wife felt part of the

Masonic community.  

 

He probably does not know the protocol for

these types of social functions yet and

never assume he does. Basically, you left

him standing alone, thus leaving him with

the feeling he is not part of the Masonic

fraternity, subsequently losing interest in

his lodge and never returning. 

 

This, my brethren, is OUR fault, not the

members who lose interest. They lose

interest because they are not stimulated in

lodge, their sponsors forget their

obligations and most of all, they are being

ignored/disregarded amongst the lodge

members who should be taking these new

members under their wing and making him

feel welcomed and part of the circle. It is

estimated that there is an alarming rate of

approximately 20% of new members,

usually EA or FC, who have lost interest in

the lodge and have demitted, or not

returned. 

 

It is your duty as a sponsor/mentor to

ensure, once you petition someone, that

you strive to stay with him throughout the

entire process. You should be ensuring that

the new member is cared for, support and

directed throughout the process. 

V.W. Bro. John N. Scarr on

achieving a milestone of 50

years in Freemasonry.

Congratulations!
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THE CHARGES OF

THE DEGREES...... 

LIGHTFOOT

COMMENTARIES 

This must continue until such time he is

either accepted into the circle, which should

be automatic, considering our purpose, or

until they are comfortable enough on their

own to build their own friendships amongst

the brethren. 

 

Don't just assume that because he receives

his monthly summons he should feel

welcome to attend the stated meetings.

Ensure you remind him of the meetings and

offer to drive him there for the first few. Be

there from his entering the lodge, signing the

porch book, introducing him to members he

has not yet met and sit with him. After the

close of the lodge, sit with him at the festive

board until it is time to leave. 

 

I have heard of an incident. A friend of mine

moved from one province to another. When

he visited a lodge in that jurisdiction, he was

surprised to see one of his sponsors from his

mother lodge, who also moved away. His

sponsor did not recognize him at first and

asked him if he would have a problem with a

board of trial. Another friend of mine was

sponsored a few years ago and one of his  

 

 

In operative Masonry, they included our

actions toward our employer and toward

each other as Brothers, but in speculative

Masonry we find a broader and more spiritual

set of expectations. In the “Charges of 17722”

is found references to God and religion, civil

responsibilities, lodge matters, officers and

Brothers, work, and general behavior. For the

Texas Mason, the Charges found in Lightfoot’s

“Manual of the Lodge’ clearly state the duties

expected at each level of advancement. 

 

The Entered Apprentice is welcomed and

informed that Masonry has its roots in

antiquity and serves as an institution for

learning and self improvement 

 

 

The word “charge” has many meanings,

ranging from a “fee”, such as a “room charge”,

to an ‘impulsive rush”, such as the “Charge of

the Light Brigade”. Likewise it alludes to an

“acceptance of responsibility”, which is more

familiar to the Mason. Each degree possesses

a “Charge” by the presiding officer of the

lodge to the candidate. As a conclusion to

each degree, each “charge” states the duties

expected of the candidate as a Mason from

that point onward. 

 

In the various historical constitutions, which

outline the regulations for the government of

our Craft, are found “charges” governing our

conduct as Masons.  

 

 

 

This must continue until such time he is

either accepted into the circle, which should

be automatic, considering our purpose, or his

sponsors lived across the street from him. Not

once did his sponsor visit or phone him to see

how his memory work was or if he required

assistance. Luckily, this newly made Mason

was a fast learner, a keen member and went

though all the degrees by himself, without

any assistance from his sponsors at all. 

 

In closing brethren, if you are going to

sponsor someone, be there for him after the

ink on his petition dries, from start to finish. I

realize that many of us, due to family and

work commitments, cannot be there all of

the time. But there is always that second

person who affixed his signature on that

petition and has the same obligation as you

do. 

 

Just remember that every new member we

lose, we are also losing the possibility of the

ten people he may have sponsored

throughout his Masonic career and so on. If

we, as a fraternity, are to survive, we must

remember the duties and obligations owed

to our new members. Just remember before

you sponsor someone - will you be there for

him? 

 

 



He is instructed to inculcate, or deeply

impress upon himself, three great duties,

which are in God, to his neighbor, and to

himself. Likewise he is cautioned about his

civil conduct, his outward demeanor, his

attendance, and further instruction in

Masonry. Finally he is charged to keep the

secrets and preserve the dignity of the

Fraternity. 

 

The Fellow Craft is recognized for his

advancement and encouraged to increase in

knowledge. The candidate it is charged to

judge wisely and to develop his knowledge of

the liberal arts, especially geometry. Since

geometry and Masonry were originally

synonymous in meaning, the candidate is

expected to conform to the principles of the

order in developing their own moral

character. Studying the Works of God and

gaining knowledge are the central duties

contained within this degree. 

 

 

 

 

The Master Mason is commended for his

advancement and tied more closely to the

Craft. His charges include duty, honor,

gratitude, dignity, and guardianship. In

addition to benevolence, regularity of

conduct, our preservation of the landmarks,

and customs, are added overall character.

These bring together the binding of the

candidate to the Brethren and the Craft. 

 

Taken individually, or in total, the “Charges”

mark a path for each to follow in developing

their moral and spiritual temple. Through

reading a charge in the monitor or carefully

listening to a presentation at a conferral, each

Brother may gain insights into himself and

his responsibilities as a Mason. As stated in

the Monitor, “Freemasonry… is progressive,

and knowledge of it philosophy and

teachings can only be acquired by time,

patience, and perseverance, and close

application.” The Charges do not represent

the end of a degree, rather a beginning of

one’s life and character.  

 

 

Tony Fernando - Editor

Dear Brethren of Toronto Humber Valley District 

 

We are pleased to publish our first Newsletter for the new Masonic Year. 

 

Brethren, the newsletter is yours and we would appreciate if you can forward

your opinions, articles, pictures etc for our monthly publications. We will limit

the publication to 16 or 18 pages. 

 

It is an honour to serve our District Deputy Grand Master and to work with our

District Secretary and members of the District Committees. 

 

Our many thanks to our District Photographer, Bro. Michael Sealey for the

pictures. 

 

Sincerely & fraternally 

Tony Fernando 

E.& O.E. 
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"Be polite, on time, and work hard until you are

talented enough to be blunt, a little late, and take

vacations and even then ...be polite" 

Ashton Kutcher


