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Every young man ought to belong to some
great fraternal organization. In no way can he
gain so many substantial advantages,
mentally, morally and financially, at so small a
cost of time or money as by forming such a
connection. The teachings he will receive in
the lodge room are of a high and ennobling
character. It is line upon line, precept upon
precept; and not only this, but he will see
numberless instances of the practical
application of the lessons taught. Men
naturally love to see a noble act well
performed, and love to feel, in its
performance, they have had something to do.
Human nature is not altogether bad. It is safe
that 999 out of 1,000 would prefer to do a
good act rather than a bad one, all other
things being equal. But all men abhor
hypocrisy, and moral lessons supplemented
by immoral practices bear the sure fruits of
iniquity. If there is any class of organizations
under the sun that practice what they preach,
it is fraternal societies. It is almost impossible
for a young man to grow up surrounded by
fraternal influences without becoming a
better man because of the fact.
The lodge room is a good school. It teaches
how to conduct debates, the value of
discipline, the strength of combined numbers,
social customs, mutual dependence, and the
necessity of promptitude and fidelity in the
discharge of every duty.

Moreover, it accustoms one to public addresses
and ceremonials, and if a person is so inclined, it
affords the best possible means to acquire the art
of oratory. Thousands of our best speakers today
got their first and most valuable lessons in the
lodge room. The benefit one gets, financially, by
lodge membership, is usually of an indirect
character, rather than otherwise. It does not
come in the way of wages, or contributions for his
individual benefit, unless perchance, to guard him
or his against actual want; but it comes in the way
of a wide and valuable acquaintance that afford
him an opportunity to help himself, when
otherwise he might be a stranger in a strange
land. It gives him the advantage of confidence
when else there would be distrust. A good name is
better than gold or precious stone, but a good
name is only valuable where its possessor is
known.

- The Canadian Craftsman

Charter
In Latin charta was a paper, a card, a map; in
Medieval Latin this became an official paper, as in
the case of "Magna Charta." Our "chart" and
"card" are derived from the same root. A Masonic
charter is the written paper, or instrument,
empowering a group of brethren to act as a
Lodge.



This month's consideration of a Famous Opinion

That man must learn how to speak is cited as an example of his necessity for learning how to use
the God-given abilities with which he was born. In this connection, the student undoubtedly will
find the following quotation interesting and informative.

Words correspond with concepts, and with concepts, only, so that we cannot express
directly with them either sense impressions or emotions, but are forced always to convey
these (if at all) by expressing , not themselves, but the impression they make upon our
intellect. i.e. the concepts formed from the contemplation of them by the intellect --- in other
words, their intellectual image. So that before a sense impression or an emotion can be
embodied or conveyed in language a concept has to formed (supposed more or less truly to
represent it), which concept can, of course, be conveyed in words. But as a matter of fact
ninety-nine out of every hundred of our sense impressions and emotions have never been
represented in the intellect by concepts and therefore remain unexpressed and
inexpressible except imperfectly by roundabout description and suggestions....

As the correspondence of words and concepts is not causal or temporary but resides in the
nature of these and continues during all time and under all circumstances absolutely
constant, so changes in one of the factors must correspond with changes in the other.

-RichardMaurice Bucke, M.D. 1837 - (?) 1901

BALLOT BOX

The box in which the ballots or little balls or cubes used in voting for a candidate are deposited. It
should be divided into two compartments, one of which is to contain both black and white balls,
from which each member selects one, and the other, which is shielded by a partition provided
with an aperture, to receive the ball that is to be deposited. Various methods have been devised
by which secrecy may be secured, so that a voter may select and deposit the ball he desires
without the possibility of its being seen whether it is black or white. That which has been most in
use in North America is to have the aperture so covered by a part of the box as to prevent the
hand from being seen when the ball is deposited



This P&E article is the second in a series intended to enhance the brethren’s understanding of
the common associated with almost every lodge meeting

This article discusses the difference in our protocols
between ANNOUNCEMENTSOFVISITORS..

DIFFERENTACTIVITIES –DIFFERENTPROTOCOLSAPPLY



1. Announcements
For our purposes, an announcement by the Tyler should be brief, to the point, and simply
convey a summary of the “big picture” to the Worshipful Master.

There is no established “ritual” in our Grand Jurisdiction concerning the actual words to be
used in announcing visitors. That is why a Tyler may require the assistance of another lodge
officer in preparing an appropriate announcement.

The Tyler’s announcement should inform the Worshipful Master:

(A) Why the alarm was given (e.g. a lodge member has arrived late, or a current Grand Lodge
Officer is ready to enter, or the alarm was for the lodge’s Official Visitors).

(B) At the Tyler’s (and/or the D of C’s) discretion, a general reference to the identity of the
brother or brethren seeking admission may be sufficient (e.g. the Senior Warden’s Association
of the District; or The Installing Board).

(C) On other occasions, it may be more appropriate for the Tyler to mention the rank and name
of the HIGHEST-RANKING Mason seeking admission. (The Brother’s rank is important so the
W.M. will know if the Deacons need to attend with their wands).

(D) An indication whether any other brethren may be accompanying the highest-ranking
Mason (e.g. “together with other current Grand Lodge Officers”).

E) NOTE: The Tyler’s announcement need only mention the name of ONE visitor–the
HIGHEST-RANKING brother. Any brethren of a lesser rank will be INTRODUCED (or
PRESENTED) in lodge by the Director of Ceremonies.

(F) Following is an example of a typical Tyler’s announcement:



(G) Please note that our Jurisdiction considers it redundant to include such phrases as “. . . who
desires admission”, or “. . . who seeks admission”.

2. Introductions
While ANNOUNCEMENTS are fairly general in scope, INTRODUCTIONS by the
Director of Ceremonies are typically quite specific.

When current Grand Lodge Officers are visiting a lodge, each of them is individually
“introduced” (or “presented”) by rank, name and title, (e.g. “R. W. Bro. Arthur M. DiCecco,
Member of The Board”).

At the appropriate time, the D of C should also introduce any William Mercer Wilson Medal
Recipient, or a Grand Master’s Meritorious Service Award Recipient.

Similarly the D of C could specifically introduce the leader of a particular group.

Not all “General Visitors” or visiting Worshipful Masters need to be specifically
introduced. Often an encompassing reference to the group of which they are members is
sufficient.

An experienced Director of Ceremonies will exercise discretion and tact in this regard. If the D
of C does not know the name of all the members of a particular group, it would seem
discourteous to single out only a few members of the group but not mention the others.

Look for additional material pertaining to ANNOUNCEMENTS and INTRODUCTIONS next
month.

R.W. Bro. Gordon Crutcher,
Assistant to The Custodian.



The scene takes place in Artificer Lodge
AF & AM in the town of Bellows Falls,
USA. It could be the 1930s and then
again it could be the 1950s. Let's listen
in: "Motion carried," intoned Worshipful
Henry Hancock as he gave the gavel
one rap. "The next order of business is
Benevolence. Could we get a report
Chairman Brother Long?"

"Worshipful, the committee has, under
the leadership of Brother Ernie
Weinsted's carpentry skills, repaired
and in some areas replaced Widow
Esther Frank's porch," reported Brother
Long. "It was becoming a death trap,
navigating that rotted old porch,
Worshipful," he added."Last week's
collection was donated to Brother
Nickerson's next door neighbor in the
form of groceries which we purchased",
continued Brother Long. "He is not a
Mason, just a fellow in need having
recently been laid off from work."

"Lastly as Chairman of the Benevolence
committee I would like to recognize and
thank Brothers Pratt, Dickson, Rezendes
and Carter along with their wives for
visiting our local nursing home here in
Bellows Falls and bringing good cheer
and some powerful storytelling to those
who seem to have few visitors. I would
like to recommend that we send the
wives an appreciation note from the
Lodge for supporting their husbands
and our Lodge benevolence," he
concluded.

"Yes indeed! Brother Secretary will you
take care of that matter for the Lodge?"
queried the Master.

"Consider it done", replied the Secretary.

"A very nice report Brother Long. It
always gladdens my heart when I hear
what you and your wonderful committee
do," praised the Master. "One more thing,
Worshipful. Actually two more," rose
Brother Long again. "I would like to
remind all Brothers that next Saturday
those of us that can will be giving blood
at the Red Cross in the name of our
Lodge. And also, Worshipful we are more
than halfway to our $500 scholarship
goal, having raised $300 . We still have
five months to go before we present that
scholarship to a worthy student."

"Brother Secretary, do we have any
petitions for the degrees?" asks Master
Hancock as he turns to other matters.
"Five", beams the Secretary. Now let's
fast forward to the 2000s at Artificer
Lodge. In the East is Worshipful Randy
Ramirez. "Brother Secretary, what is our
next order of business?" asks Worshipful
Ramirez. "Our Community Action
Projects", reminds the Secretary.

"Ah yes", says the Master. "I would like
once again to appeal to the Brethren for
their time, talent and money in support
of next month's Child Identification
Program. As you know this year we are
setting up at the Bellows Falls Mall in the
lobby.
continued...



We need a minimum of twenty Brothers
Saturday for six hours and the same for
Sunday. The Lodge has allotted
$1000.00 to finance this event but we
are approximately $300.00 short and I
will be passing the hat during coffee
and donuts after Lodge. I would point
out the importance of getting our name
out there in the community as the best
chance of getting new members.

Talking about getting our name out in
the community, Worshipful Master, are
you going to mention the Christmas
parade?" rising Past Master Allen asks.
"Oh believe I had not forgotten that",
replied the Master. We will be gathering
at First and Avenue K the Saturday
before Christmas. The parade is two
miles long and I need every Brother that
is here and more to show Bellows Falls
what a great group of guys we are".

"But that's not all, Brethren," continues
Master Ramirez. I have great plans for
Artificer Lodge which will make us the
talk of the town. We are going to adopt
a Habitat for Humanity house right here
in our community.
This will surely show the general public
what Freemasonry is all about. For this
project we will need volunteers to work
every day. For those not retired we will
need your services after work and on
Saturday and Sunday. Retirees we can
use you every day. Now to finance this
community action project I will turn the
meeting over to Past Master Hines.

"Thank you, Worshipful", says Past
Master Hines rising to speak. "To finance
a Habitat for Humanity House we will be
conducting a different fundraiser each
month. January will be a ham and bean
supper, in February our ladies will be
doing a quilting bee in anticipation of
selling the completed quilt by raffle sales
held at all our other fundraisers, March
will be a Sunday breakfast, April we will
have a garage sale and flea market on the
Lodge grounds, May will be a gardening
sale of donated plants and flowers from
our membership, and June will be a fish
fry. That brings us up to summer recess,
Worshipful.I need not remind the
Brethren that we will need a full
compliment of Brothers to man these
fund raisers," chimes in the Master.
"Brother Secretary, do we have any
petitions for the degrees?" the Master
hopefully asks. 'None, Worshipful",
laments the Secretary.

Thus we witness the progression of
Freemasonry over a half a century or
more. Freemasonry has become all about
charity work. Modern day Masons seem
to operate under some sort of guilt
complex for past success of the
fraternity, thus dedicating Freemasonry
to long hours and big bucks to helping
society as a whole. The biggest change
has seen charity evolve from a person to
person helping hand, that is one that is
face to face and heart to heart to modern
day highly labor intensive massive
expensive projects. continued ...



Many of these projects are self
perpetuating thus the term
"Institutionalized Charity". The same
programs come back year after year
demanding more time and more money.

And Masonic Institutionalized Charity
has become all consuming. It has
crowded out traditional Masonic
Practice. There is not enough time to
practice or rehearse ritual. Thus we put
on poor degrees. There is little time for
fellowship. There is not enough money
for good food, something beyond just
coffee and stale donuts. There is no
money and no time for bringing in
educational Masonic speakers to Lodge
meetings. Basically there is no time and
money to practice Freemasonry.

But what is equally distressing is that
modern Masonic Institutionalized
Charity's purpose is no longer relief but
publicity. Its number one goal is to get
Freemasonry noticed by the public in
hopes of boosting membership.

The Grand Lodge of Massachusetts calls
its charity work "Masonic Awareness"
and touts Masons in every publication
of its Grand Lodge magazine.

The primary purpose of all these projects
is to make people aware of Freemasonry.
If we help anybody along the way, well
that is a secondary benefit.

Thus has modern Freemasonry sold its
soul to the God of numbers and public
approval. As many reform minded
Masons seek to return Freemasonry to
the basics and to open Traditional
Observance and European Concept
Lodges, so too do we need to terminate
the practice of marketing Freemasonry
and trying to court public opinion. We
need to return Masonic charity back to
its original concept, a helping hand from
one individual to another to satisfy one
need.

EDITOR'S NOTE: All names and places
are fictional and any depiction of real
names and places is purely coincidental.-
Source: Knights of the North Masonic
Dictionary

MOTE

From an old Anglo-Saxon word motan
meaning "to be allowed," as in the phrase
so mote it be, meaning so may it be.-
Source: Encyclopedia of Freemasonry



This P&E article is the third in a series intended to enhance the brethren’s understanding
of the common protocols associated with almost every lodge meeting.

This article expands upon our protocols for ANNOUNCING visitors . . .

Last month we discussed the difference between ANNOUNCEMENTS and INTRODUCTIONS.
This month’s issue is devoted solely to the topic of ANNOUNCEMENTS in general and for
current Grand Lodge visitors in particular.

1. The proper mode for announcing current Grand Lodge visitors is for the Tyler, the Inner
Guard, and the Junior Warden to all use the same words.

2. As mentioned in a previous article, there is no established “ritual” in our Grand Jurisdiction
concerning the actual words to be used in announcing Grand Lodge visitors. These comments
are meant to encourage uniformity, simplicity, and a general understanding of how this
important Masonic activity should be conducted.

3. Please note that our Jurisdiction considers it redundant to include such phrases as “. . . who
desires admission”, or “. . . who seeks admission”.

4. An announcement should be brief. Typically less than five or six words can be used to describe
any “General Visitors”, (i.e. those who are not current Grand Lodge Officers.) An all-
encompassing description, such as “this evening’s visitors” or “our General Visitors”, is a
sufficient description in an announcement.

5. When an announcement is made on behalf of a visiting current Grand Lodge Office, you only
need to specifically mention the name of the highest-ranking visiting GLO. Any other
accompanying visiting GLOs can be referred to in general terms, such as: “together with other
current Grand Lodge Officers”.

6. Announcements are typically easier to make – as well as much more impressive
– when the Tyler, the Inner Guard, and the Junior Warden each read their respective
announcements from a 3” by 5” index card. (Reading the announcement from an index card –
prepared in advance – also enables the Tyler, I.G. and J.W. to make identical announcements.)



7. The Lodge D of C, (with any necessary assistance from the Lodge Secretary or the WM),
should prepare the cards and distribute them to these other Officers, in advance of the
meeting. (Have you ever considered having some previously-prepared index cards on hand
which cover most situations that occur when some visitors enrich a lodge meeting by their
presence?)

8. Following are examples of various announcement cards:

Please note that when presenting the Grand Master in lodge, (or when introducing him at a
banquet), a special protocol applies. His full title should be used, as he is the chief head and
ruler of our institution.

9. The reference to “the Grand Lodge of Ancient, Free and Accepted Masons of Canada in the
Province of Ontario” is restricted to the Grand Master alone.

10.When presenting the Deputy Grand Master, these comments should be used:

11.Be aware when correct protocol requires you to use the words “presenting”, (for those
GLO’s who are entitled to assume the gavel), or “introducing”.



12.Following are some examples of other possible announcements:

Look for additional material pertaining to INTRODUCTIONS next month.

R.W. Bro. Gordon Crutcher,
Assistant to The Custodian.



Between the
Ashlars

When a man becomes a Mason, he learns the importance of the rough and perfect ashlar and how

it relates to his life. Along with this important lesson, he also learns the importance of the working

tools, most all of them used in properly working that rough ashlar to become a more perfect stone

for that eternal dwelling.

Through the lessons taught, we learn that we should spend great time learning to use the tools we

have at our disposal to form that ashlar – which is our life. When proper time, technique, and care

is done to accomplish this, we become a better person: a better friend, a better father, a better

husband, a better son, a better Brother. 

Sadly, over the years we have learned the shortcuts of working that stone – and in some cases

even replacing the very stone itself with substitute materials – despite the lessons we receive.

Sure, we can recite the recipe for how to form that ashlar backwards and forwards. We even

teach the words and instructions to others – but we often conclude our instruction to younger

newly-made Brothers by saying “memorize this in less than a month and we’ll have you repeat

it to the lodge…then, we’ll let you take your next degree” while failing to truly explain what it all

means.

Falling prey to this commonly occurring routine is likened to forgoing the use of bricks for a

house and, in its place, using merely plywood. Sure, it may give shelter from some elements

but, over the years the elements begin to take their toll on the flimsy wood and decay occurs. 



Between the
Ashlars

The structural integrity of the dwelling becomes unsafe – it soon begins to fall apart. “What should

I do?” the young builder asks? Concerned about his home, he begins “patching” up the boards with

more plywood. “Perhaps some more nails will do the trick,” he says, and thus his home is repaired. 

 Soon, the tolls of Mother Nature come again. The house meets the same fate as before. “There

has to be a solution,” he thinks as he ponders what went wrong. Soon, he decides that doubling the

plywood walls will provide more support. Again, he builds his home – this time adding more

support. For a period of time, his home remains intact.

Confident in his handy work, he goes about his everyday life until, once again, years of the

elements cause both layers of wood to rot away. “Why doesn’t he just use brick?” you say. The

answer is simple. Finding a true stone for brick requires entirely too much time. First, a good stone

quarry must be found.

Then, the stones must be chipped away to become smooth and level so that they fit well together.

Then, each brick has to be laid and mortar needs to be added to ensure they hold well together. It

is simply too much work. Plywood, while only a short-term solution, is much easier to work with.

“There must be some point to this story,” you say – and there is. For quite a few years, our

fraternity has been trying to find ways to forego the stone solution and look for alternatives to

build. We forego lessons in ancient teachings – not just speaking the words – and, instead,

concentrate on how to “rebuild” our fraternity in new ways. Perhaps it is a billboard campaign for

new members. Perhaps it is by concentrating financial support to those areas that will receive the

greatest amount of publicity for the craft.

In truth, it is time that we start gong back to the basics, and instructing our members on the proper

way to form that rough stone and build their house one brick at a time.



Between the
Ashlars

Sure, more “homes” can be built by simply using plywood. It is cheaper to do – and more homes

equals more mortgages and rent – but when the walls start falling down, and the tenants start

looking for other homes – I’d put my money on bricks. Which house would you rather live in…and

which home would you rather build? When a man becomes a Mason, he learns the importance of

the rough and perfect ashlar and how .

W. Bro. Jason Whitehorn

CORINTHIAN ORDER
 

This is the lightest and most ornamental of the pure orders, and possesses the highest degree of
richness and detail that architecture attained under the Greeks. Its capital is its great distinction, and
is richly adorned with leaves of acanthus, olive, etc., and other ornaments. The column of Beauty
which supports the Lodge is of the Corinthian Order, and its appropriate situation and symbolic
officer is in the South.

CHALK, CHARCOAL & CLAY

By these three substances are beautifully symbolized the three qualifications for the servitude of
an Entered Apprentice---freedom, fervency, and zeal. Chalk is the freest of all substances,
because the slightest touch leaves a trace behind. Charcoal, the most fervent, because to it, when
ignited, the most obdurate metals yield; and Clay, the most zealous, because it is constantly
employed in man's service, and is as constantly reminding us that from it we all came, and to it we
must all return. In the earlier lectures of the eighteenth century, the symbols, with the same
interpretation, were given as Chalk, Charcoal, and Earthen Pan.- Source: Encyclopedia of
Freemasonry



PROTOCOL
&ETIQUETTE
This P&E article is the fourth in a series intended to enhance the brethren’s understanding
of the common protocols associated with almost every lodge meeting.

This article touches upon our protocol
pertaining to the MOSAIC PAVEMENT . . .

QUESTION:
Is it permitted to walk or stand on the Mosaic Pavement on occasions other than those
specified in our Openings and Closings, or in our other rituals and ceremonies?

ANSWER:
One of the most noticeable features of a Masonic lodge room is the Mosaic Pavement. It is
featured so predominantly near the centre of the room that even an Entered Apprentice must
conclude that it obviously fulfills an important purpose.



PROTOCOL
&ETIQUETTE
Endless lectures have been given and hundreds of books and papers have been written about
the vast symbolism which abounds within our lodge rooms. As would be expected, a large
number of these educational efforts have focused on that central feature – the Mosaic
Pavement.

It is highly recommended that any brother seeking general enlightenment about the
“profound esoteric meaning” of this ancient symbol of Freemasonry read the excellent paper
on the WWW (link below) entitled “The Mystery of the Masonic Mosaic Pavement”.
(Incidentally, the article is illustrated with several interesting colour photographs, including
one of the main floor of the Notre Dame de Paris, a Cathedral built by the Knight Templars.)

https://derinistihbarat.wordpress.com/2012/07/19/masonic-symbols-the-mystery-of-the-
masonic-mosaic-pavement/

The author of this paper leaves no doubt as to the grand role assigned to our Mosaic
Pavement in his opening paragraph, i.e.:

“The black and white checkered floor has existed in temples since the times of ancient Egypt.
More than simply decorative, the Mosaic Pavement bears a profound esoteric meaning. Today it
is one of Freemasonry’s most recognizable symbols and is the ritualistic floor of all Masonic
lodges. The pavement is the area on which initiations occur and is “emblematic of human
life, checkered with good and evil.”

With this perfunctory synopsis in mind, let us proceed directly to respond to the question if
our protocols permit anyone to walk or stand on the Mosaic Pavement on occasions other
than those specified in our Openings and Closings, or in our other rituals and ceremonies?

The reluctance to walk upon the Mosaic Pavement when you don’t “have” to can no doubt be
traced back through the centuries when certain Masonic illustrations were hand-drawn on
the floor immediately prior to each meeting and scrubbed off after the meeting was
concluded.

The Mosaic Pavement was typically included in one of these chalk illustrations and only the
candidate would be caused to walk upon the drawing. Today the pavement is constructed of
much more durable material, usually ceramic tiles. That is one of the main reason we do not
prohibit casual walking on the pavement.

https://derinistihbarat.wordpress.com/2012/07/19/masonic-symbols-the-mystery-of-the-masonic-mosaic-pavement/


PROTOCOL
&ETIQUETTE
So while the answer is “Yes”, brethren can hopefully be persuaded not to overdo such
occasions, especially when the Mosaic Pavement in a lodge room is not constructed from
ceramic tile. Please consider what impact a constant flow of foot traffic may have on the
“pavement”, particularly if it is just a patterned carpet or one hand-crafted from wood.

Another of the reasons there is no prohibition in our Grand Jurisdiction against walking on
the Mosaic Pavement is that the size and design of our lodge rooms vary considerably. Some
Mosaic Pavements extend almost from the S.W.’s dais to the altar, making it virtually
impossible to avoid treading on them.

Also, when a large number of visitors are present in a small lodge room, when space is limited,
there may be no other option for some of them to stand (or even sit) on the Mosaic
Pavement.

R.W. Bro. Gordon Crutcher,
Assistant to The Custodian.

EMBLEM

This beautiful and significant word, so familiar to Masons, has historical affiliations with the
original idea embodied in "mosaic work," on whch something is said below. Emblem is derived
from the Greek prefix en, meaning in, united with ballein, meaning cast, put. The word became
applied to raised decorations on pottery, to inlay work, tessellated and mosaic work; and since
such designs were nearly always formal and symbolical in character, emblem came to mean an
idea expressed by a picture or design. As Bacon put it, an emblem represents an intellectual
conception in a sensible image. It belongs to that family of words of which type, symbol, figure,
allegory, and metaphor are familiar members.- Source: 100 Words in Masonry



"Be polite,"Be polite,"Be polite,

on time,on time,on time,

and workand workand work

really hardreally hardreally hard

until youuntil youuntil you

areareare

talentedtalentedtalented

enough toenough toenough to

be blunt, abe blunt, abe blunt, a

little late,little late,little late,

and takeand takeand take

vacationsvacationsvacations

and evenand evenand even

then.........then.........then.........

be polite"be polite"be polite"

ASHTON KUTCHER
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"HAPPY IS THE MAN WHO HAS SOWN IN HIS BREAST THE SEEDS OF BENEVOLENCE;
THE PRODUCE THEREOF SHALL BE CHARITY & LOVE. FROM THE FOUNTAIN OF HIS HEART

SHALL RISE RIVERS OF GOODNESS; AND THE STREAMS SHALL OVERFLOW FOR THE BENEFIT
OF MANKIND" - UNTOTHE I GRANT 1760

THE CONTENTS OF THIS NEWSLETTER DO NOT REPRESENT THE VIEWS OF THE GRAND
LODGE OF CANADA IN THE PROVINCE OF ONTARIO OR ANY OTHER MASONIC BODY




