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I have prepared the brief biography attached with any further sharing of the ABSTRAXTS 2 March
2021 edition in order to provide additional context for the article, and in particular the use of language
or phraseology which might at a glance seem insensitive.

- R.W. Bro. D. Brainerd Blyden-Taylor
DDGM, Toronto Humber Valley District

Biography of Ill. Bro. Arthur C. Parker 32° (Gawaso Wanneh), author of the ABSTRAXTS 2 March
2021 article ‘American Indian Freemasonry (1919)’
Ill. Bro. Arthur Caswell Parker 32° (April 5, 1881 – January 1, 1955) was an American

archaeologist, historian, folklorist, museologist and noted authority on Native American culture.
Of Seneca and Scots-English descent, he was director of the Rochester Museum of Arts and
Sciences from 1924 to 1945, when he developed its holdings and research into numerous
disciplines for the Genesee Region. He was an honorary trustee of the New York State
Historical Association. In 1935 he was elected first president of the Society for American
Archaeology.
Bro. Parker was born in 1881 on the Cattaraugus Reservation of the Seneca Nation of New
York in western New York. He was the son of Frederick Ely Parker, who was one-half Seneca,
and his wife Geneva Hortenese Griswold, of Scots-English-American descent, who taught
school on the reservation. As the Seneca are a matrilineal nation, the young Parker did not have
membership status at birth, as his mother was not part of the tribe, but he was descended from
prominent Seneca, including the prophet Handsome Lake, through his father. In 1903 Bro.
Parker was adopted into the tribe as an honorary member, when he was given the Seneca
name Gawaso Wanneh (meaning &quot;Big Snowsnake&quot;). His grandfather Nicholson Henry
Parker was an influential Seneca leader. As a youth, Arthur lived with Nicholson on his farm and was
strongly influenced by him.

The article ‘American Indian Freemasonry’ was written by Ill. Bro. Parker 32° and published by
the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite, Northern Masonic Jurisdiction in 1919. Though
anachronistic in its language and phraseology, it is a heartfelt and historical account of Masonic
experiences of a particular time and place that yet have resonance today. A digitised copy of the
original publication may be found at the following web address:

http://www.themasonictrowel.com/ebooks/freemasonry/eb0243.pdf



It is typically the first object everyone notices upon entering one of our Masonic
lodge rooms.  This is only fitting, as the altar is the most important article of
furniture in the room.

The most obvious indication of its importance and significance is its location.   In
our Grand Jurisdiction, the altar is situated in the center of the room – halfway
between East and West and similarly between North and South. 

The position of the altar in the lodge is not accidental. It is profoundly significant.   
Its location is a symbol of what Masonry believes the altar should be in actual life,
i.e. a center of union and fellowship, and not a cause of division. 
 

This P&E article is the seventh in a series intended to enhance the
brethren’s understanding of the common protocols associated with
almost every lodge meeting

PROTOCOL
&ETIQUETTE

This article discusses some of the protocols 
 pertaining to the ALTAR in a lodge room . . . 



Masonry is not a religion, much less a sect, but an Order in which all men can
unite. Masonry does not undertake to explain, or dogmatically to settle in detail,
those issues by which men are divided. Beyond the primary, fundamental facts of
faith it does not go. Masonry seeks to unite men, not to divide them.
(The Masonic Altar; Freemason Information.com)

Masonry does not seek uniformity of opinion, but it does seek fraternity of spirit,
leaving each member free to fashion his own philosophy of the ultimate truth.
Our altars represent that freedom of faith.

The altar has been described as the rallying point of Masonic thought. It is the
point within the Masonic circle at which all distinctions among men are swept
away, and at which every member may stand related in a common endeavour to
achieve a splendid equality of Virtue, Morality, and Brotherly Love.
(William Harvey, J.P., Provincial Grand Master of Forfarshire.)

It is also the place where we make our solemn vows and take lasting obligations.

In recognition of the key role the altar has in our Craft – and in the interests of
uniformity throughout our Grand Jurisdiction – our Grand Lodge has established
certain protocols which provide direction to individual lodges as to what may be
placed upon their altars (and when).

The only objects which should be placed on the altar are:
·An altar cloth and cushion.
·The three Great Lights.
·* The candidate’s hands.
·* The two items used during the Junior Warden’s lecture, (i.e. the three moveable
jewels and Jacob’s Ladder).
· * The Altar may be covered in a black cloth ONLY during the time that an
annual Masonic Memorial Service is being conducted, but must be removed at the
completion of that Service.
·* A white ballot box for inspection. (Do not place the box on the V.O.T.S.L.)
·* The personal V.O.T.S.L. of the candidate, for the taking of his Ob.
* At the appropriate times and occasions.



A SNEAK PEEK OF
WHAT'S INSIDE:

A Look at Our New Spring
Menu - 2

Issue #22 of P&E Essentials
Questions and Answers Booklet, (2013):

It is absolutely not permitted for a visitor to place a book, or any object of religious
significance to him, (e.g. a feather) on our altar, (or to request it to so be placed).
No such requests are to be accommodated.

APPROPRIATE ADDITIONAL REFERENCES

1.
2.

-Pages 8 (#9); 12 (#30); 19 (#82); 21 (#90); 23 (#102); 28 (#1); 28 (#2); 28 (#4); 29 (#11); 29
(#12); 29 (#14); 29 (#15); 29 (#16); 30 (#19); 30 (#20); 31 (#24); 33 (#6); 35 (#17); 38 (#38);
38 (#39); 40 (#53); 40 (#54); 63 (#5); 64 (#9).
WHERE TO INTERPOSE A CANDIDATE’S PERSONAL V.O.T.S.L. DURING Obs.

R.W. Bro. Gordon Crutcher,
Assistant to The Custodian.
April, 2021



This month's consideration of a Famous Opinion

The divine creative power, which can be controlled and directed according to man's ability to
understand and apply it, is the force referred to in the following quotation from a source familiar to
students of mystical subjects.

Furthermore, there exists in nature a force which is immeasurably more powerful than
steam, and by means of which a single man, who knows how to adapt and direct it , might
upset and alter the face of the world. This force was known to the ancients; it consists in an
universal agent having equilibrium for its supreme law, while its direction is concerned
immediately with the great arcanum of transcendent magic. By the direction of this agent it
is possible to change the very order of the seasons; to produce at at night the phenomena of
day; to correspond instantaneously between one extremity of the earth and the other; to
see like Apollonius, what is taking place on the other side of the world; to heal or injure at a
distance; to give speech an universal success and reverberation. This agent, which barely
manifests under the uncertain methods of Mesmer's followers, is precisely that which the
adepts of the middle ages denominated the first matter of the great work.

- Eliphas Levi, 1810 (?) - 1875

What is the Forty Seventh Proposition of Euclid ?
It was an invention of our ancient friend and brother, Pythagoras, who, in his travels through
Asia, and Europe, was initiated into several orders of priesthood? This wise Philosopher
enriched his mind abundantly in a general knowledge of things, more especially in Geometry
or Masonry. On this subject he drew out many problems and theorems, and among the most
distinguished he originated this, when, in the joy of his heart, he exclaimed, "Eureka" meaning
"I have found it"; and upon the discovery, is said to have sacrificed a hecatomb.

From W. Bro.V . Rev Fred Shade PGStdB
Lodge of Commerce No 837 UGLV



Thy life, O Man, in this brief moment lies:
Time's narrow bridge whereon we darkling stand,
With an infinitude on either hand
Receding luminously from our eyes.
Lo, there thy Past's forsaken Paradise
Subsideth like some visionary strand,
While glimmering faint, the Future's promised land,
Illusive from the abyss, seems fain to rise.
- M.Blind

























Usually so called, but more formally named
the Royal Order of Jesters, an organization
evolved out of the good fellowship of
members of the Mystic Shrine during a voyage
to Honolulu, February 15 to March 7, 1911.
An offhand ceremony grew into a ritual, and
to local Courts and a National Body, very
much of its success due to the initiative of
William S. Brown, many years the Treasurer of
the Mystic Shrine; Lou B. Winsor, Past
Imperial Potentate and Grand Secretary of
Michigan, and others of their genial kind who
organized and led the Body whose local units
were limited to thirteen initiates yearly.
Initiation, by invitation, and unanimous ballot,
limited to members in good standing of the
Mystic Shrine. The slogan, "Mirth is lying,"
expounded by Jester Brown, and the poem by
Edmund Rowland Sill, "The Fool's Prayer,"
recited by Jester Winsor, have furnished
inspiration. Officers, thirteen, bear the titles:
Director, Tragedian, Property Man,
Impresario, Treasurer, Soubrette, Light
Comedian, Serio Comic, Heavy Man, Leading
Lady, Judge, High Constable, Stage Manager;
the national officers' titles are the same but
preceded by the word Royal.

Source: Mackey's Encyclopedia of
Freemasonry

The scene takes place in Artificer Lodge AF &
AM in the town of Bellows Falls, USA. It could
be the 1930s and then again it could be the
1950s. Let's listen in:

"Motion carried," intoned Worshipful Henry
Hancock as he gave the gavel one rap. "The
next order of business is Benevolence. Could
we get a report Chairman Brother Long?"

"Worshipful the committee has, under the
leadership of Brother Ernie Weinsted's
carpentry skills, repaired and in some areas
replaced Widow Esther Frank's porch,"
reported Brother Long. "It was becoming a
death trap, navigating that rotted old porch,
Worshipful," he added.

"Last week's collection was donated to
Brother Nickerson's next door neighbor in the
form of groceries which we purchased",
continued Brother Long. "He is not a Mason,
just a fellow in need having recently been laid
off from work."

http://www.masonicdictionary.com/shrine.html


Lastly as Chairman of the Benevolence
committee I would like to recognize and thank
Brothers Pratt, Dickson, Rezendes and Carter
along with their wives for visiting our local
nursing home here in Bellows Falls and
bringing good cheer and some powerful
storytelling to those who seem to have few
visitors. I would like to recommend that we
send the wives an appreciation note from the
Lodge for supporting their husbands and our
Lodge benevolence," he concluded.

"Yes indeed! Brother Secretary will you take
care of that matter for the Lodge?" queried
the Master.
"Consider it done", replied the Secretary.
"A very nice report Brother Long. It always
gladdens my heart when I hear what you and
your wonderful committee do," praised the
Master.
"One more thing, Worshipful. Actually two
more," rose Brother Long again. "I would like
to remind all Brothers that next Saturday
those of us that can will be giving blood at the
Red Cross in the name of our Lodge. And also,
Worshipful we are more than halfway to our
$500 scholarship goal, having raised $300 .
We still have five months to go before we
present that scholarship to a worthy student."
"Brother Secretary, do we have any petitions
for the degrees?" asks Master Hancock as he
turns to other matters.

"Five", beams the Secretary.

It Now let's fast forward to the 2000s at
Artificer Lodge. In the East is Worshipful
Randy Ramirez.

"Brother Secretary, what is our next order of
business?" asks Worshipful Ramirez.

"Our Community Action Projects", reminds
the Secretary.

"Ah yes", says the Master. "I would like once
again to appeal to the Brethren for their time,
talent and money in support of next month's
Child Identification Program. As you know this
year we are setting up at the Bellows Falls
Mall in the lobby. We need a minimum of
twenty Brothers Saturday for six hours and
the same for Sunday. The Lodge has allotted
$1000.00 to finance this event but we are
approximately $300.00 short and I will be
passing the hat during coffee and donuts after
Lodge. I would point out the importance of
getting our name out there in the community
as the best chance of getting new members."

Talking about getting our name out in the
community, Worshipful Master, are you going
to mention the Christmas parade?" rising Past
Master Allen asks.

"Oh believe I had not forgotten that", replied
the Master. We will be gathering at First and
Avenue K the Saturday before Christmas. The
parade is two miles long and I need every
Brother that is here and more to show
Bellows Falls what a great group of guys we
are".



"But that's not all, Brethren," continues
Master Ramirez. I have great plans for
Artificer Lodge which will make us the talk of
the town. We are going to adopt a Habitat for
Humanity house right here in our community.
This will surely show the general public what
Freemasonry is all about. For this project we
will need volunteers to work every day. For
those not retired we will need your services
after work and on Saturday and Sunday.
Retirees we can use you every day. Now to
finance this community action project I will
turn the meeting over to Past Master Hines.

"Thank you, Worshipful", says Past Master
Hines rising to speak. "To finance a Habitat
for Humanity House we will be conducting a
different fundraiser each month. January will
be a ham and bean supper, in February our
ladies will be doing a quilting bee in
anticipation of selling the completed quilt by
raffle sales held at all our other fundraisers,
March will be a Sunday breakfast, April we will
have a garage sale and flea market on the
Lodge grounds, May will be a gardening sale
of donated plants and flowers from our
membership, and June will be a fish fry. That
brings us up to summer recess, Worshipful."

"I need not remind the Brethren that we will
need a full compliment of Brothers to man
these fund raisers," chimes in the Master.

EDITOR'S NOTE: All names and places are
fictional and any depiction of real names and
places is purely coincidental.
- Source: Knights of the North Masonic
Dictionary

In the French and Scottish Rites, a small room
adjoining the Lodge, in which, preparatory to
initiation, the candidate is enclosed for the
purpose of indulging in those serious
meditations which its somber appearance and
the gloomy emblems with which it is furnished
are calculated to produce. It is also used in
some of the advanced degrees for a similar
purpose. Its employment is very appropriate,
for, as Godicke well observes, "It is only in
solitude that we can deeply reflect upon our
present or future undertakings, and blackness,
darkness, or solitarine, is ever a symbol of
death. A man who has undertaken a thing
after mature reflection seldom turns back."

The cement which in Operative Freemasonry
is used to unite the various parts of a building
into one strong and durable mass, is borrowed
by Speculative Freemasonry as a symbol to
denote that brotherly love which binds the
Freemasons of all countries in one common
brotherhood. As this brotherhood is
recognized as being perfected among Master
Masons only, the symbol is very appropriately
referred to the Third Degree.

-Source: Mackey's Encyclopedia of
Freemasonry

http://www.masonicdictionary.com/scottish.html


BerkleyMasonic Lodge 536 Trestleboard Dec 2011 byMWGMFrederick E. Kaiser Jr.,

1. I am the representative of my Lodge and of all Free and Accepted Masons. Whatever I do or say reflects directly
upon myself and my fellow Freemasons everywhere and our good works.

2. I am responsible for what my Lodge and Freemasonry represent. They can be no more than what my fellow
Freemasons and I make them.

3. I should not criticize what my fellow Freemasons do for Freemasonry unless I have a better suggestion and I am
prepared to do it myself.

4. I must remember that the fact that I bear the name, Master Mason or Freemason, is not enough. I must
continue to be worthy.

5. My fellow members and I are our Lodges and Freemasonry. Without our active support they cease to exist.

6. My Lodge does me a favor by calling upon me. I am not doing the Lodge a favor by serving. It is both an
obligation and a privilege to help the Lodge and Freemasonry.

7. I should treat my fellow Freemasons with the same respect, honor, and understanding that I would like to
receive from them.

8. It is not a right to be a Freemason, it is an honor. I should respect that honour by abiding by all of the precepts
of my Lodge, my Grand Lodge, and Freemasonry as a whole.

9. Whatever differences my fellow Freemasons and I may have, we are all bound together by the bonds of our
loyalty to The GAOTU, our families, the Lodge, and Freemasonry.

10. The willing Master Mason and his understanding family are the lifeblood of the Lodge and Freemasonry.
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"HAPPY IS THE MAN WHO HAS SOWN IN HIS BREAST THE SEEDS OF BENEVOLENCE;
THE PRODUCE THEREOF SHALL BE CHARITY & LOVE. FROM THE FOUNTAIN OF HIS HEART

SHALL RISE RIVERS OF GOODNESS; AND THE STREAMS SHALL OVERFLOW FOR THE BENEFIT
OF MANKIND" - UNTOTHEE I GRANT 1760

THE CONTENTS OF THIS NEWSLETTER DO NOT REPRESENT THE VIEWS OF THE GRAND
LODGE OF CANADA IN THE PROVINCE OF ONTARIO OR ANY OTHER MASONIC BODY




